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PART V. 

FARAH AND KANDAHAR. 

C H A P T E R  1. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The provinces a l  Farah and K.tndahar are the fi lth 2nd sixth great geogra 
ph~ca l  dw~roonr o l  Alghanirtan, and tne). have been treated together, as tt tr 
not por,~ble to d~rronncct the stratcg~cal cons~derat~ons conccrnlng them. 

THE PROVINCE OF FARAH. 

The province of Farah occupies the south-west corner o l  Alghanistan, and 
is bounded an the north by the Herat Province, on the east by Kandahar, on the 
south by the deserts o l  Baluchirtan, and on the west by Persia. Our inlormation 
regarding this province is not nearly so complete as that re arding the other 
provinces o l  Alghanistan ; i t  has never been occupied, as in t f e  case a l  Kabul 
and Kandahar, or completely explored as in  that o l  Herat and Turkestan. The 
Alghan Boundar Commission passed through part 01 i t  lrom Khwaja A l i  an the 
Helmand to ~arl-,"wain, and some native members 01 the Commirr~on traversed 
the main router between Kandahar and Herat, but the inlormation given is 
meagre owing to thpir rapid march through the country be in^ limited to the 
lines a l  roads. Lieutenant-Colonel ate Yalro proceeded lrom Kandahar to Herat 
uidFarah in  May 1893, and the inlormation obtained by him has beenembodied. 

The inhabitants are mainly Duranis with Nahrui and Sinjarani Baluchir i n  
Sistan and Garmrel. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 
The northern portion 01 the province is alone mounlainous, lorming the loot 

slopes o l  the mars 01 mountains occupying the central belt 01 Afghanistan, at the 
bare o l  which runs the main road lrom G~rishk to Farah. 

The highest peak, as la ra r  is known, in  Lat. 3a055', Iang. 63'45', 11,367 
feet, is on the border o l  the Ghorat, but the hdlr i n  this portion rapidly rink 
into the plains, which haveanavera e altitude ol  1,650 leet, Girishk being 2.880. 
and Farah 1,460. From line Girirht-Farah the country has a slight general la l l  
towards the lanuns  or lakes o l  Sistan, which lorm a depression at a minimum 
altitude o l  ~ , j w  leet and receive the whole water lrom the province. The rivers 
running into this depression are the Helmand. Kash-rud, Rud-i-Khar, Rud-i- 
Khuspas. Farah.rud. The Harut running into the hanun i n  the western part o l  
the Lash-luwain district cannot be said to belone to the province. Between there 
r.vcrs lie "dasht"or gtavell flat plateaus, ar a ruk tvaterkrr,ercept in  depression. 
or beds 01 old stre,+ms, and!inlnhabited; thelargrrt o l  these plateaus lies be twen 
the Hellnand and Kash.rud and in  Its r o ~ t h e r n  part is known as the Darht-I- 
Margo. I t  is about 150 miles in  length in  a north:east toeouth-west directionand 
80 or go miles in  width. I t  is only crossed by one or two tracks, and may be 
considered impracticable lor  troops. 

The Helmand.-The Helmand riser near the Unai Pass in lhe Kabul 
Province, traverses the Hazarajat i n  arouth-west direction and enters the Farah 
Province in  the Zamindatvar district. I t  continues to Row generally south.wesr up 
lo Khwaja Ali,whence i t  runs west to Band-i-Kamal Khan and thence turns 
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due to the Lash-Junfain h a ~ ~ ~ u n r .  thus encircling the province almost 
on three rider. On leaving the hills the Helmand flotvsina narrow 

or trough about I mile wide, hemmed in by the desert plateaus, which lie some 
,a, to & l e e k  above  he river bed and abut o n  i t  in broken cliAs. There is 

cultivation and a good many ~nhab~tants on the flats on each ride 
or !he actual bed, within the valley ortrough, between Girishk and Mala Khan 
but beyand there isvery little cul t~vat~on and lew habitations, the valley or trouhh 
being much waoded. 

The Kharh or Kash-rud rises in the Siahband ranee near the B.aghran 
sub.dirtrict o l  Zamindawar, and runs i n  a south-westerly d~reclion, ast Dilaram 
on the Girirhk-Farah road, and thence through desert until ~ a r e i r  reached. 
From here to Chakansur a lew sm.111 hamlets and some cultivation is ntet w i ~ h  
i t  runs inlo the Arhkan-i-Chakansur or reedy lringe o l  the hantuns at the 
mouth o l  the Karh-rud and Helmand. I n  Ma 1893, when Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yale crossed i t  at Baron the Girirhk-Farah road: i t  was a fine stream 30 or 40 
yards broad and a leet deep. 

The Rud.i.Khar and Rud.i-Khuspas are small and unimportant streams, 
with novillager upon them, running into the reed beds east o l  the hamunr. 

The Farah-rud riser i n  the Taimani country, north o l  Ghor, and runs in a 
rral s?uth.wert direction through the Sliahiwan, Farah and Larh.Juwain 

Istrlctr; Its course has a number o l  villages upon it, and i t  crosses the Girlshk- 
Farah-Herat road at Farah. 

The river, except in the Rood season in spring, becomes exhausted in 
cultivation belore reaching Lash-Juwain; i t  is lordable except i n  spring and early 
summer, when the melting 01 the mow brings down a volume of water. 

The province o l  Farah was lormerly divided between those o l  Herat and 
Kandahar, the Pusht-i-rud belonging to the latter, and the western portion to the 
lormer ; the southern portion. Garmsel and Sistan, were practically independent. 
There are nos, as far as can be ascertained, the following districts or sub- 
districts:- 

Lash-Jurain or Hokat 
Farah . 
Sislan or Chrkanrur 
Shahi,vao 
Gulirlan 
Bakna 

I 
Sarran Ksls 

( Purht.i.rud proper Kala Gaz 
or Chaghrak 1 Girisht Girirhk 

Warhir 
Pusht-i.rud . i:::::' 1 Baghrao 

Bnghni 
Lmindawar.  . . 1 Khunai 
I Zammndarar 

, Mura Kala 

The Governor o l  the province resides at Farah, and the districts are appa- 
rently gorcrncd by Hokrn,r uho report dtrrct to hm.t  I n  the Purh8.i-rud dm. 
tnct the Hodin, resodus at Garirhk, and the lour sub.dislrlcts are adm~nt,tered by 
Narbr. who rcoort dtrect to him. The onlv ton" in Ihc dirtricl is Farah vhich - ~ , ~ 

- , .. --., 
hoi,eGr. is ~l io-std&rtLd. erceot bv the A l ~ h a n  troom who lorm the Cover- ~. - . .-.. 
n&'s escort. The whole pike is i'n~i:ns,the &ly habitation being the quarters 
o l  the garrir0n.t 

For d-il. rr rim. .id. Pushl.i.rud dirvbt, p. I 4  ; and Albhnn Boundary Cornmia80n R o w  
Imdompim olnou#ns  placcr 

t DI .nmulopge,) .  
f Confim, b" L,ruU".nl.Cdon.l y11ein &by ldg, 



CLIMATE. 

T h e  diflerence 01 climate lound i n  the province is due l o  that 01 elevation. 
the northern hdly districts have a cold winter with snow at  the higher altitude; 
i n  Baqhran, Khunai  and Gulistan; the semi.no~nad population graze their 
flocks ~n the h i l l  districts i n  summer, and inwinter move downto Gnrmscl lor the 
warmer, climate and Iood l o r  their flocks and herds. I n  the summer the heat 
awing to the surrounding dercrta, is very great i n  the southern part 01 the 
vince, and i n  the winter there is considerable cold with l ror ts  at night. 

I n  Sistan, including Larh.Ju\vain, the winteris short but  hard lrosts prevail 
and mow i s  known to  hare lallpn; a strong north n ind  olten blo\vs; i n  summer 
which is long and w r y  hot, a strong north n ind blotvr lor  120 days, lrom the IS t6  
M a y  to 13th September. This wmd is uti l ired to work windmills, which are a 
le.tlure 01 the country. 

The Roods, due to  the melting of the maws, come in March and April*(Mait. 
land). alter ahmch the climate is too hot t o  admit o l  military operations; when 
the north wind ceases, malaria spreads over the district wi th i ts  accompanying 
plague 01 stinging flies and mosquitoes, due to  the presence o f  the stagnant 
swamps, known as hnnrto~r. T h e  country is quite unsuited to  military move- 
mrn t r  bclore the end o f  September. T h e  climate 01 Sistnn may be generally 
described as pestilential and most unsuited to  European constitutions, except 
during the winter. 

SuPPLles. 

T h e  question of supplies is dealt wi th i n  the descriptions of the several 
districts i n  Chapter 11; the northern hil ly districts are very lertile,and contain 
a large amount o l ruppl ies lor  a loree marching along the Kandahar.Farah road. 
Ayub Khan's lorce leaving l l e ra t  i n  June had no dlCculty. A t  Farah he must 
have had nearly g.ooo men, and his lorca increased daily (wide Appendiz A). 
Along the Helmaod there is l i t t le  or nothing to be obtained except sheep and 
goats dur ing the win1er.t From Lieutenant.Calonel Yale's reports, 1893, the 
valleys ol  the Helmand, Karh-rud and Farah-rud a rea l  great lerti l i ty. 2nd would 
l u r n ~ r h  large quantities 01 supplier. 

Afahan Sistan, including Lash-Juwain, would not lurnish grain.supplies. 
except In small quantities; but  largc flocks of sheep and cattle exist, and report 
says 15,000 sheep and 10,- cattle graze on the Nairar  or reed beds l r inging 
the /ra,,,u,tr. Persian Sietan is popularly supposed to contain large quantities 
01 supplies and to be richer (ha" the richest province 01 Herat.# I t s  revenue 
alone is stated to  be I~S,OOO Indian maunds 01 grain, and i t s  surplus 
gra in to  be nb,ow maunds.) Mr .  Merk,  01 the Boundary Commission, tra- 
versed i ts  western edge outride the cultivated area, and states that i n  y e x r  
01 drought, Sistan by  reason 01 i ts  abundant supply of water, enjoys good crops; 
i n  gears of plenty elsewhere, i t  is flooded. I n  October 1884, when the Boundary 
Commission passed through Alghan Sirtan the waters o l  the hnnruns were 
apparently at  about their lowest but i n  Apr i l  1885 heavy Roods occurred and 
submerged the whole tract show; on N .  W. T. F. Sheet No.  13. I inch-8 miles. 
as " laible t o  inundation ;" the level of the water war slowly la l l ing when M e r k  
passed throughsand he estimated that i t  would take several years lor  thc 
hnr,,rrns t o  shrink t o  the area shown as being permanently underwater o n  the 
map quoted above. Dur ing such a state o l  anairs a l l  ingress to  and egress 
l rom l'ersian Sirtan lor  transport animals is confined to the road along the le l t  
bank 01 the Helmand, which is not  lordableduring the flood season. Apr i l  t o  July. 
anywhere near Slrtan, and during the remainder 01 the year only above (up 
stream) Kala-i-lath. Persian Sir tan is thus olten a peninsula l rom which supplies 
could only, with great difficulty be drawn unless a causeway were conrtructed 
l rom Narlrabad to  Lash-Jumain beween the two permanent h ~ m u n r  There . Ae1icw .>). June. J111 A" ,,,, 

t v..!, ~1.hm sound& Eommi,,.n ~-d,, V~I. 5, ,,, uepat by M a t  Rind, and A. 8. a 
Rnum. Helmmd Soi.r. Intmduc~mn, pp, xln md 

t Aighzm tluundary Comnimion uecordr. V.I. v, by ~ a j n  Rind. Dcpuly AmiaYr.1 
Cornmtswry Gencr.1. 

6 Ll=am=nl Lhe Hon'blc H. D. Napre., ~ h o  riritd Sin- in #he winter 01 1W-n 
8 1 



4 

appears little doubt that th<productivity 01 the Sistan basin might be conriderably 
increased a larger population and re.opening o l  disused canals, for there 
are sign, a larger i n  the ruins all over the country, and Sistan 
has runered in the part by being an oasis in the path 01 various ~nvaders, both 
~ r o m  the Persian and Afghan sides. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Yate in May 1893 reported that the Amir had late1 y 
ordered 60,000 maunds o l  grain to be always kept stored at Girishk and 40,- 
at Farah. 

ARMV. 

According ID the latest inlormation there is only I bnltalion 01 regular 
inlantry quartered i n  this province.. I n  addition apparently some 1.300 
Klba,adars and l o  guns (probably, old'guns at Girishk and Farah) are maintained. 
0 1  these, same 400 men are ~n garrison at Girishk, and the remainder i n  
Chakansur and Farah. \When necessityarires the Amir sends troops into the 
province, thus in 1885 there were reported to be two inlantry battalions ~n garrison 
at Farah-one I ,ooo strong, armed with Snider rifler, and somelocal irregular Durani 
cavalry. 

R0~os . t  
I t  rill be noted that the roads between Herat and Kandahar passing 

through the district are compressed al l  the way into a comparat~vely narrow 
space, between hills on the one side and desert on the other. The main route 
runs west lram Girirhk (bridge a! Haidarabad over the Helmand), 7 miles 
lram Kandahar wid Warhir, Yilaram, and Farah, where i t  turns nearly Jue north 
to Herat. For an unopposed march 01 troops, two distinct routes can be used 
between Herat and Kandahar and vice v e r d :  they are hou,rver too far apart, 
near Farah, to enable troops to concentrate rapidly for action:- 

I.-Kandahar, Haidarabad. Washir, Daulatabad, Khnaja Uria, Roza- 
bagh, 354 miles. 

11.-Kandahar, Girishk. Dilaram, Farah, Sabrawar, Sher Bakrh, 
Parah :- 

By  desert road to Dilaram, 390 miles. 
By northern route through Warhir, 4054 miles, 

The other router of any importance are- 
111.-Down the Helmand from Girishk (joined by a direct route lrom 

Kandahar at Kala B i s t  There is a road d a ~ n  both banks; 
the Sirtan Boundary ommtsrlon marched down the lelt 
bank in 1872. A t  Khwaja Al i  this route is joined by that from 
Nushki, lollowed by the Alghan Boundary Commission in ,884. 
The distance to Lash-Juwain lram Girishk is 343 miler. 

IV.-Farah to Lash-Juwain along the Farah-rud, 60 miler. 
Desert routes c ~ ~ s t  betnecn the Helmand and the Kash-rud, but have more 

or lerr aatuulcss tracts 01 unlnhabttcd country, 80 to 100 mllrs mode, to cross. 
I t  remains to note the routes from Girishkor Haidarabad, northwards 

through Zamindasar and the Taimani country or Ghorat, to Herat. 
The best 01 there appears to be- 

Mil-. 
Girishk to Ta inra  . . . . . . .  160 

Taiwara lo Fard . . . . . . . .  94 

Farri to Herat . . . . . . . .  86 
- 
340 
- - 

as compared with Route I above from the Helmand, of 186 miles, and Route 
I 1  above, of 313 miles, by desert route, or 328 through Warhir. 
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The rautelrom Lash-Iuwain direct l o  Narirabad (-6 miles) and Sekoh. 
(19 miles) is important, as upon i! depends the pawcr ol'movement o l  any force. 
based on Sistan, northwardo 1u:de p. 1 7 )  The hntnun has to be crossed 
at its narrowest part betwern the two permanent lakes. Thisneck is sometimes 
dry lor several years in  succcsrlon. In Ivlnrch 0872 i t  war said to have bren 
dry lor lour years. On the other hand, alter a b ~ g  flodd in the Helmand as i n  
the spring01 1885, i t  will probably continue under water lor several ycrrb. Any 
permanent road across the h'aizar would have to be carried lor ntiler on a 
causeway, which %r,ould perhaps not require l a  be more than 8 l ret  high, but 
waterways would have lo  be left and bridged over. \.\'cod lor bridging would 
be obtainable lrom the Helmand valley above Chahar Burjak. 

The routes leading lrom the Helmand through Baluchirtan aid Shah 
Ismail and Chageh to Nushki and Quetta have been remarked on under the 
district 01 Garmrel (vide p. 15). 

THE PROVINC~ OF KANDAHAR. 

The province o l  Kandahar occupies the south.eart corner of. Afghanistan. 
and is bounded on the north by that o l  Kabul, an the west by Farah, on the 
south by the Baluchistan deserts, and an the east by British territory. 

The city of  Kandrhar was occupied lrom April 1839 10 August 1843 by 
the army o l  the Indus, with outposts at Girishk (1839.43) and Kalat-i.Ghilzai 
(in 1841.43). 11 "as again occupied in lanuary 1879 by Sir Donald Stewart. 
and continued so occupied unlil April 1881. Detachments occupied Kalat-i- 
Gh i l ra~  lor  a lew weeks lrom January 1879 to early in  March, and Girirhk was 
visited but not occupied. Kalat-i-Ghilzai was again occupied in  September 
1879, Hnd remained garrisoned until August 1880, when the garrison jo~ned Sir 
F. Roberts' force marching to the rel i r l  o l  Kandahar. Notwithstanding the 
duration of our occupation o l  the Kandahar province, the information regarding 
the northern portions is vague, except along the main routes to Kabul ;  this is 
due to the lact that though we held Kandahar in  strength, the surrounding 
country except near Kandahar, was never under our role. TheDurani rebellion 
in 1 ~ ~ 1 ' - ~ 2  kept the country in  a blaze, and in  ,880 Primrose's lorce war 
beseiged by Ayub Khan in Kandahar. Under there circumstances many o l  the 
outlying dlrtricts, Marul, the Kalat-i-Ghilza~ sub.dirtriets lurthrst lrom the 
main route, and Tirin, Derawat. Nish and part of Dnhla, were never visited i n  
187p80, and very litt le is known about them. 

The inhabitants are almost entirely Duranis.. amongst whom i t  war divided 
by Nadir Shall. They belong to two great classes-Ztrak and Panlpai, but are 
most generally heard o l  under the names of their rub-divisions. 

Z;rah. Pllnjpai. 
Rarnkzai. Nunai. 
Fulnlzai or Popalzai. Alizai. 
Alikorai. lrhakzai (vulg. S a p i ) .  
Arhakzai. Khugiani. 

hlnku. 

There are also Ghilzai i n  the Kalat-i-Ghilzai and in  the Kandahar dis- 
tricts. Parrisans and Hindus are lound in  Kandahar ilsell, in which one- 
fourth o l  the population are Parsiwans and aboot 5,mo are Hindus. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

The province is divided into two clearly marked parts by the Kadanai river 
which joins the Arghastan ; the combined rlver is known as the D o r i  which 
P am runs into the Arghandab almost rvest of Kandahar, and finally jotns rhe 
Jelmand a t  Kala Bist. North o l  this dividing line the country is hilly, and 
consists o l  a number of valleys running south-west and watered by the lollowing 
rivers (lrom east to west),-the Argharlan Kushk-i-md, Tarnak, Arghandab. 
Kurhk.i-Nakhud, and the main stream o l  the) Helmand. Therestreams all Row . vide anirle Kmdrhar Cily, and Appndin I. Rrpa on Ourmi.. by Major Rawlin-n in Gazclmr 
of blghmi$bn. Part 11. 



inlo the Kadanai-Dori-Arghandab joint stream running lrom cast l o  res t  and 
the ml lcYr all lall lrom north.east to  south-west. The dividing rahges 
running in some cases up to g,wo leet, gradually sink down to the plain =lo"; 
,he nortlt b;,nk of  the Kada~tai-Dori.Arghandab otream. which falls lrom about 
4 000 leet at Gatai, near which the Chaman.l<andahar road crarsEs the Kndanai 
I; about 2,750 at Kala Bnrt. The northern part a l  the provlnce is the culti: 
vated and inhabited parlion. The ha l l  o l  the province south o l  th<. Kadanal-Dori- 
~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ d . ~ b  stream consists o l  the Rcgistan or sandy desert extending lram the 
Helmand to the Khwrja Amran and Barlat ranges o l  Peshin, with the exception 
01 the small Shorawak d i r t r ~ c t  watered by  the Peshin Lora where i t  leaves 
the hills. 

Nearly the whole o l  this tract is  absolutely uninhabited, and =onsists 
o l  sandhills r i r ing to 200 fret, and even 500 leet i n  height. The  sand 
ridges run parallel to one another in  broken billows, with an apparent general 
direction o l  north-north-n-ert to south-south-east. The north-east or lee.side 
o l  the sandhillr slopes at a natural angle o l  45' towards the crest, which is 
olten sharp. Along the borders i t  is not entirely desert, but carries some 
vegetation, and alter rain grows samegrass. This half desert or Nim Chol.. 
as i t  is called, =Cords pasturage to numerous flocks o l  sheep and herds o l  
camels and is said to  extend lor 5 to l a  miles inwards. A few Baluch and 
Brahui nomads are lound in it. 

I t  may be considered entirely out of the question to  move troops in  lh i r  
southern area, until the route is reached lollowed by the Boundary Commission 
lrom Nurhki  to Khtvaja Ali, which could, with preparation. be traversed by a 
small body o l  troops. 

Hcl,~no,,d.-The river Helmand only traverses the Derawat district of this 
province. the losr,er course south o l  Lat. 32' 20" (about) being included in the 
Farah Province along bath banks. 

Argl,nrfa,,.-The Arghastan rises in the Maru l  District and floaswest-south- 
west until i t  joins the Kadanai nearly due south o l  Kandahar,it is  then known as 
the Dori, u n t i l ~ t  joins the Arqhandab wert.south-west of Kandahar. I ts course 
isonly known lrom apoint about6milesnorth o l  the well known Narin Peak(8.310) 
and 62 miles almost due east a l  Kandahar, where i t  has an elevation 014,400 leet 
above the sea ; i t  is soon joined by the Lora rising near the Ab-i-lstada lake and 
flowing south.west i n  a valley parallel to the Kushk-i-rud, and a l i t t le lurther 
on by the Kushk-i-rud. The Arghastan is lordable except when in flood l rom 
rain or mow, and in  theautumn and summer is usually dry.t The valley is 
divided from that of the Kurhk-i-rud an the northern half by a long, narrow 
very rugged, bare range o l  hills, some 7,000 leet high at the northern end and 
gradually lall ing to 5.000; in  i ts southern ha l l  the valley of the Arghastan is 
divided lrorn that o l  the Kurhk.i-rud by a broad plateau which runs parallel 
to  the river. 

Kurhk.i.rad.-One of the prinripnl affluentr o l  the Arphartan river, which 
11 joins at L'lnar. I t  rises a few moles south-east of Kalat.!.Ghtlza~ and flows 
south-west. The valley IS dluded Iron) that o l  the Tnrnak by a range of hdls 
5.000 to 6.000 lcet h.gh. 01 sharp rugged Ieaturcr and ~ 0 t h  no vcgetat~nn. I he 
uater IS clear and good, bottom round and generally grrrv l ly ,  natrr  ~n Uaousry 
2 or t Icct deep. Thc  valley tr thtcklv strean a l th  st.laerr and r c r v  1crtl.e. 

7ornnk.-The Tarnak riser near Mukur i n  the Gharni district and flows 
~outh.rest,lall ing into the Arghandab 25 miler south-westol Kandahar. I n  the 
Kandahar t'roviltcr i t  run r ina  valley I to 6 miler r ide.  Except during f lmd the 
river is lordable at any part o l  its course; i t  has a fall or 2,200 feet bet\ceen 
Kalat-i.Ghilzr~ and Kandahar, a distance of  87 miler. There is ccnsidernble 
cultivation along the river bur not many villages, as they are generally hidden 
in  dells 4 or 5 miles aA the main road, ~n order to escape the extortions they 
would ocl>eraise be subject to. 

Arghovdab.-The Arghandab rises in  the Hazarajat, probably about 
!he lat~tude o l  Ghazni, but tllis tract is unrurveyed and has never even been 
cxplomd by Europeans; throughout the Kandahar Province however its course is  . Yim-h.11, Chnl-A-. 
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well known, i.r.. lrom a point (altilude 4,686 [eel) some z a  miles nurth.s.rrt 
Kalat i -Gh~lrai  to i t r  junction with the Helmandat Kala Bisl. 33 mllcr south 
Girishk, a distance o l  180 miles i n  all. I t  has a lall o l  about n,ooa leet in ~1~~~ 
course. 

I n  the Mizan district the ordinary depth GI the rirer is 2 t o 6  lerl, \\idth 
30 yardr, with a stream 01 4 miles an hour running between rocky and ssu.,lly 
inaccessible banks. I t  is 1ordable.tt ths !,illage 01 Schlum.. where several roads 
meet. I t  is  also lordable near the junction of the Arphaau rtrram where 11 
enters the Dahla District. A t  Karwai the valley opens out and' becomes 
lertile about Tatarez. I t  enters the Kandahar D ls~r i c t  at Almushand Mansur. 
abad ; the bed wndene out with !ow banks and 2 or morertreanbr, with changing 
sand drmlts. A broad belt olvillages, orchards and fields extends almost unm- 
terruptrdly an both sides o l  the river t o a  depth a1 f l a  a miles, as lar ar the 
junct~on a l  the Arghandab and Tarnak and then along the right bank to the 
Helmond. 1here the river is 3,418 It. above the sea. I t  war lordrbleat Almurh 
in  Sept~mber and October 1880, thrre being two main streams, 3 lee1 de.-p and 
40 or 50 yards wide. From here the great mars 01 the water commences 
lo  be drawn ofl lor irrigation canals and the river becomes generally lordable. 
The main lords are:- 

(I) connec~ing the villages o l  Sardeh and Shuhin on one road from 
Kandahar lo  Khakrez; 

(1 )  between Babawali and Tabin on a second road l o  Khakrez; 
(3) opposite the Plr Pairnal and Chihalzina gap on a third road to 

Khakrez and also on the old road to Gir~shk and connecting 
the villager of Deh Kuchai t and Kahak; 

( I )  ?:!ween Kohkaran and Shah Ahmad and Deh.i-Nao Rozi and Sin. 
JW on the Kandahar-Girishk road vtd Sinjiri; 

( 5 )  between Spirwan and Siah Chin on the Southern Kandahar-Girishk 
Road. 

From its junction with the Dor i  the river runs generally due west 1 and 
is fordable throughout, except during floods, which seldom last more than 
a day or two. The water is pure and rvholeronle. 

Kurhk-i.Nakhud.-This name is given in  the latter part o l  its course lo  Ihe 
stream or =.In, which rirer i n  the N i rh  hills, near the village 01 Panj China, 
drains the Khakrez valley, and falls inla the Arghandab at Ka l r  Saidal. The 
91nla is generally called by the names o l  the villages near which at runs, except a 
lew miles above and below Qunda, whereit i s  called Bunigaz. Water is generally 
laund in the upper part 01 its bed. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS. 

The Kandahar Province is ruled by a Governor residing at Kandahar, and 
is usually considered to be divided into 19 districts (q. v.) :- 

(I) Kandahar proper-Kariajat or Suburb$, includes the Arghandab \'alley. 
(a) Kandahar pro er Mohalajat or villnger crcupying the ritca 01 the "noholor" 

or ~YIIILIS 01 OPd kndahar. 

(3) K?"dahrr proper-Daman or Ksrcrat. ( 1 1 )  Nirh. 
(4) Tmrbn. ( I S )  Gharak. 
(51 Dcrawat. (83) Ka1at.i-Ghilzri. 
(6) Dshlr. ( ~ 4 )  Arghaal~o. 
11) Dch-i.Buchi. ( n ~ )  Taroak. 
p) Khakrcr. (16) bl~zan. 
(9) KushCi-Nakhud. (17) Marul. 

(10) Miiwand. (18) Kndnnai. 
(19) Shorawak. 

The only town is that o l  Kandahar, Kalat-i.Chilzai being merely a lort. I t  
has an elevation 01 3.400 leet and population or about 31.000. ( ;For lurlher 
particulars,v~& Kandahar Distr ic~,  page 16.) 

Not to be conloundd rilh S.1.m I<hm in Dahla. 
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CLIMATE. 

~h~ 01 the province naturally varies somenhat n i t h  the altitude 

but Kandahar may be taken as a type o l  the climate in  ~ h c  valley; 
throughou~ the province, slight variations occurring 8 ~ 1 t h  diflerence o l  altitude. 

p,, its position~\-itbin a lew miles o l  the desert we might expect i t  to  
be hat- but, with the exception o l  about 40 or so days in  midsummer 

cli,nate'~hraughout the year is all that a European might wish lor, and eve; 
during tlte hottest period the nightsar* always pleasant. 

~h~ heated ninds ol the day change round to the north-rvert and sweep 
gently down the valley, making murnlng fresh and bracing. 

I h e  hot weather commences about the middle o l  June, with the tempera- 
turein the houses at go' rising lo  loo', and I 15" in  the middle o l  July in tents, 
when (in ~ rd inary  years) a I.nII o l  rain occurs, which again cools the atmosphere 
lor a week or two; alter this i t  is  again very hot t i l l  the end o l  August, 
,,hen the climate becomrs delightlul. September, October and November 
are all that anyone might wish lor. Out-door exercise might be taken without 
any fear throughout the day. 

During December, January and February, there are short days, sharp 
~~~~t at night, n i th  an occasional sprinkling o l  snow, which, however, never 
rcstsnear Kandahar, but can be seen capplng the hills all round. February 
and March are the morl  trying monllls, particularly lor natives o l  India. The  
hot sun shining out lor an hour or tjvo at noon tempts them to remove their 
posterns and warm clothing, then suddenly they find themselves overtaken by 
a cold wet piercing wind, lrom the eflects of which many succumb to pneumonia 
and o;hrr iung diseases. April and Ma are welcome to dissipate the eKects 
01 thelatter months, being "bore enjoyab& as they come between twoextremes. 

The amount o l  rain in  the year is small and lalls in  the winter and early 
spring. I t  \.cry rarely rains in  the summer or autumn. In 1879-80 ten months 
elapsed without any ram lalling. By the Alghans the climate o l  Kandahar 
itsell is compared to that o l  Balkh which is notoriously unhealthy but the 
unhealthiness o l the  city is due to the iAsanitary conditions under which ;he people 
lnre ralher than to the climate. Some remarks on the climate 01 the city will 
be lound under Kandahar District, page 17.. 

S u ~ p r t e s .  

I t  will be seen lrom the reports on the various districts that parts o l  the 
proGnce are very lertile, more especially round Kandahar, and can lurnish 
large 01 supplies. 

During the ocrupationol Kandahar in  187pPo and 1881 the lorce was 
almost entirely supplned locally, except with such articles as tea, sugar N m  and 
potaloer. \\heal, barley and rice are largely grown, "da l "  war cultivated 
locally as soon as the people lound there mas a demand lor  i t  ; " ghi  " could be 
largely supplied lrom Zamindawar, but war not obtainable in  any quantity 
near Kandahar; vegetables are grown locally in quantities, except potatoes; 
lorage i r  plentiful; cattle are not very plenlilul, but shpep are procurable in  
large numbers lrom Zamindawar and the Hararajat. \b l~en  Kandahar was 
e\,acuated ~n 1881 some g,om troops and ~o,ooo lollosverr lormed the garrison. 
The amount o l  supplier which can be made available much depends upon 
-%herher the country IS quiet or hostile; il quiet, large quantities o l  supplies 
flow in lrom the lerti le" doob" olzamindnwar but il hostile, only those supplies 
will be a\,a~lable whieh are within striking 'd ls~ance o l  the force. On the 
uhole, !here would appear litt le difficulty. with a settled adminirtrat~on, in 
supplying a lowe of rg,wof ight ing menand ~~ .ooo lo l lower r ,  r i t h  lu l l  transport 
lor thelorce, r i t h  all the necessaries o l  l i le lrom local produce, but luxuries 
such as lea, sugar, rum, etc.. would have to be imported. Salt is obtainable 
lacally, being ~mported lrom Perhin. 

Transport can be obtained to the extent o l  2 . ~ 0  camels n ooo donkeys, 
and r w  bullocks, but owners rill not take service w i ~ h '  tioops and will 
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only work as carriers independently. Copper and iron are imported l rom 
India, but  plenty 01 smiths exist in  Kandahar City. 

ARatv. 

The  garrison 01 Kandahar i n  the spring 01 1893 consisted 01; - 
1 Knbuli cavalry rcpimcnt. 
2 ,, balter8es 01 arlillery, I field and I mountain, 
2 ,, regirncnlr 01 inlantry. 

under the command 01 a Brigadier.General. 
There are no other regular troops i n  the province as lar as is known, lhough 

Khasadarr wil l probably be lound In every district. When any th~ng  abnormal 
occurs, as during the Hazararising i n  1892, the Amir  sends reinlorcements l r o ~ n  
various points. 

T h e  l o l l ow~og  are the principal roads in the Kandahar Province:- 
hl.=hr.. D l , l ~  

in) Kandaharlo Kalat-i-Ghllzai (and thence to Ghami, rrm 
aud Kabul, 313 miles) . . .  8 g, 

121 Kandahar to Girirhk (and thence to Herat ur6 Farah. . . 
405rnilerl . . . . . .  : 7 77 

(3) Kandabar to Haidnrabad on the Helmand (thence to 
Hcral und IDaolatabad, total 345 miles). . .  5 68 

(4) Kandahar to Kvla Bist alollg the Arghandab . . 
(5) Kandahar to Kalal.i.Ghilrai aid the Kusht.i.rud 

99 

Valley . . . . . . . .  g 109 
(6) Kandahat lo Ka1at.i Ghllrai v U  the Arghandab Valley 12' t o t  
(I) Kandahar to Khakr~z and Nirh . . . .  7 61 
(8) Kandahar to Ghorrk and Dcrarat (Garmab on 

Hclmand) . . . . . . .  6 64$ 
(9) Kandahar to Y a r d  (and thence ui6 the Zhob m d  the 

Gomal to Dera Ismall Khan, about 330 miles) . 6 73 
(10) Knodahar to New Chaman and the nil head jthcncc . . .  lo  Quetta by road, 150 m i l e  in all) 6 7) 

0 1  the above router, No. I is the main route t o  Kabu l  and was traversed by  
heavy arti l lery with Sir Donald Stewart's lorce i n  1880; Nor. 1 and 3 are the 
main routes l a  Herat, and are practicable l o r  field or heavy guns, the heavy 
guns lor  Herat  preren~ed to  the Amir  i n  1885 having reached Herat  without 
d i f f icu l ty .  but  the road war pu t  i n  order on purpose lor  them. No. 4 war 
traversedv by  a Brit ish farce i n  1879, and is practicable lor  a l l  arms. No. 5 war 
traversed by  a column of Sir Donald Ster\,artVs division marching to Kabul  i n  
1880 but  i t  had no wheeled ar t i l lery.  the route is however staled to  be fit lor  
f i e l d ' a r t i ~ l e r ~  with l i t t le  making. NO. 6 is impracticable for field artillery, 
bu t  was traversed by  a small column i n  1879. NOS. 7 and 8 arc only known 
lrom native inlormation, which is moreover meagre, but  the routes can only be 
fit lor  pack animals. No. g has only been traversed by  lroops lor the first 
lour stages and becomes di f f icu l t  for wheeled traffic alter the th i rd stage. 
No. l o  Ir the main route between Quetta and Kandahar and presents no 
di f f icu l ly  t o  wheeled traffic. 
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C H A P T E R  11. 

DISTRICTS OF THE PROVINCE OF FARAH. 

LASH-JUWAIN OR HOKAT. 

 he district 01 Lash.Jurain adjoins the district 01 Farah proper. 1, is 
65 miles Irom east to west and 50 lrom north to south. I t  is bounded 

by the district 01 Kalakah (Hrrat) and Farah on the north, by Persia on the 
west routh-west, and the district 01 Alghan Sirtan on the south-east. 

 he ancient name 01 Lash-Juwain was Hok or Ok, and hence the plural 
~ ~ k ~ t ,  bv ,~hich name also the district is  known. 

'rhc o l  Lash-Junain, with relcrence to  Herat. Perriaand Kandahar 
has aha)s been ol  pear  strateg.c~I importance, as i t  enaolrs an army advanctn$ 
lrom Perrla to Kandahar to a r o ~ d  Herat a l to~e ther ;  lor this reason the Chlcf 
used aln,ay~ to possess much political influence. . ~ 

The ancient road between Kandahar and Herat passed through Sistan and 
Hokat to Farah and Sabzan,ar, and was the route always lollowed by invading 
armies on account of the abundant supplies i t  furnished as well as lrom the 
necesr/ty 01 recurin the subjection o l  i ts  people belore the direct route by 
Girtrhk could be r a l j y  adopted. The incursion 01 Tirnur completed the den. 
truction commenced by the irruption 01 Chenghis Khan, and the subsequent 
invasions a l  Babar and Nadir again destroyed the partial restorations that time 
had eflerted. Babar, i n  1512, captured and dismantled the important lortress 01 
Hok or Ok, lrom which the district takes one 01 its names. Nadir more than 
two centuries later, when marching against Kandahar, destroyed all the principal 
lorts on his route lrom Farah through Sirtan and Garmsel up to Bist, and lrom 
that period, about 1737, up to the present time. the country has remained in 
much the same state of ruin that i t  rvns le l t  i n  by Nadir. Thedistrict possesses 
according to Bellew (1872)~ all the requisites 01 prosperity, lor i ts  sod is lerti la 
and water abundantly at command, but i t  pined lor  many years under the curse 
o l  anarchy. 0 1  the eapabilatier of  its soil and the command 01 water the 
existing memorials of  farmer populous cities are sufficient evidence, and u'nder 
a strong government and enlightened rule there appears norearon why i t  should 
not once more become the lertile and prosperous country i t  is known to have 
been.. 

Ferrier visited the d~r t r i c t  i n  1845, and when the Sistan mission were there in  
18;s~ i t  seemed to have much deteriorated since his\,isit. I t  was in 1871 described 
as the most dreary and desolate spot ever seen. On every side evidences 01 
ruin, decay, and neglect, 01 anarchy and oppression. The land most lertile and 
aboundin- in excellent pasture lor  catlle. Water in  plenty and easily derivable 
lor  purp2rs  01 irritation, from the river, as proved by the numerous watercuts: 
mo.tly In delay. ~nt;rrect~n~ the country. Tl lc <lt,trlct nar 2ya.n traversed in 
1884 b\  8 I .  Alghan Bodndary Ca~nm~rs!on. and its condntion seems stil l lurther 
to h .~ \c  Ir~..rturrtcd. The ~nhabtted and culunrted area 01 the Lam-luwain 
district nppeArs to havebeen confined even in  part times to  the plain 01 juwain, 
some H miles long by 6 wide, ly ing almost entirely on the east bank 01 the 
Farah-rud .~nd  north 01 the l,a~,,uns, or lake basins, into which flow the rivers 
Helmand, Khuspar, Farah and Harut. 

\\'hen the Sirtan basin was an inland sea, the plain 01 Jurain was a large 
shallow landlocked bay and the Farah-rud was an estuary. The plain is 
bounded by plateaus rising above the lake-basin on all sides, to about 60  or 
70 feet. The plain is now described as a r ide ,  bare,desolate.looking one. I t  is 
covrrcd with low scrub, although a large portion o l  i t  is laid oo~t in fields. Co- 
lonel h l a i t l ~ n d  raw no sign o l  rcccnt culLivation (November 1884)~ the crops o l  
previous year having apparently been a complete lailure. For at least a mile 
all round Juwain the p l a n  is studded with ruins, chiefly single walls, most 
which are the remains 01 old wirtdmillr; there are stil l a lealure o l  Jun,ain itsell, 
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being è laced on the upper stories 01 hourcs.' There were also tracer o l  numerous 
houses, indicaling a large former population. The reason for ,hir desolation 

to  be  hat the Parall-rud formerlv sup lied abundant water lor  cul t iva~ion 
bu t  about the year ,880 the water war ;ut offabove by the people o l  the ~ a r ~ d  
district. Bellew, i n  March  187a, describes the river as havin a stream Q yardr 
wide, wi th water half-way u p  the  addle flaps, about 3 miles$rom Juwain. The  
Afghan Boundary Commission lound l o  lhelr surprise that i t  .a8 qulte dry, except 
l o r a  lewsmal l  pools. This changein i ts  condition.allowinglor dlfferenceol reason 
war due to the whole perennial stream b r ing  drawn off t o  irrigate the "illag; 
lands i n  the Farah District. The  late Chief. Sardar Ahmad Khan, was power. 
lul, and would probably have raided the Farah villager lor  interlering with the 
water. Since his death, i n  1883, Lash-Juwain has gone l rom bad t o  worse. 
About 18 years ago the river never ceased running a l l  the year round l o r  
several years i n  succession. Now, cultivation is entirely dependent on the 
Road water which carries away the buvds and covers the whole plain o f  uwam 
to  a depth ol one or two leet 1 he water rises i n  one day and remains l rom i0 
ten day9 according to local variations o l  level. I n  two weeks at most the plain 
i s  clear of water, and i n  lhree more i t  has become hard and fit t o  travel 
uver. The  crops are sown as quickly as possible, bu t  i r  i s  quite a chance 
il they come to  anything. There were some Rareser once, but  these are 
a l l  choked at the present t h e .  Ihe ' f laod reason is in  March or Apr i l ;  
there is same rain between December and April, but  not  much. The  intercep- 
t ion o l  the Farah.rud water has been the ru in o l  Lash-Juwain. I n  ,884 about 
ha l l  the people had migrated to  Persian Sistan and the were sti l l  going. T h e  
~ o t a l  populatton i n  1884 war about 1,550 lamilies, =hie& lshakzai Durani, with 
some Parsiwans, a few Popalrai, and one or two H indu  lamilies. 

T h e  main feature o l  the Lash-Juwain district are the INO large homunr, or 
lake-basins, occupying nearly the whole o l  the southern ha l l  of the district. 
'I'he eastern lake is called the Hamun-i-Puzak, but  a l ro the Hamun-i-Takht-i- 
Shah, Hamun.i-Zahak and Hamun-i.Gun-i-Zard. I t  was i n  1884 rome 15 miles 
i n  length and lo t o  12 i n  breadth. I t s  zrea war about 150 square miles. The  
depth of the water i n  the centre is ra id t o  be ~d or 20 lect, there are no bants, 
bu t  the people, l iv ing i n  the Naizar (reed beds), go out t o  calch f i rhand r a t e r  
low1 on reed rafts called " h f i . "  t This lake receiver what is le l t  of the raters 
of the Helmand, f Karh.rud, Rud-i-Khar and Rud.i.Khuspas. 

T h e  western lake known as the Hamun-i-Saburi, level about 1,500 feet, is said 
to  be larger than the eastern; i t  receiveslhe Harul - rud and the Farah-rud (appa- 
rently dry except in  the flood season, March or April). There isalsosaid to  be south 
o l  this a third hnmurr called the Hamun-i-Deh Surkh or Surkh Gari, but  practi- 
=ally they seem to  lorm one lake. The  tract between the two harnranr is " Naizar " 
or reed bed, which is liable to  inundation. This naisar alro extends for rome 
miles to the south o f  the han,nrrr. To secure communicalion across i t  between 
Lash-Jurvain and Persian Sir tan i t  would be necessary to have a causeway, 
as i t  is somrtimcs submerged lor  two or three years together. 

From Juwain, routes lead as lollo~us :- 

To Farah, about60 miles, five stages, along the Farah-rud.-\Vater, luel and camel 
grazing abundant. 

To Farrh, by the Kurhk.rud. 
To UaLwa direct; over.iorhlandcro~singse~eral ruds.-Caravms do the distance 

in lour da).r. 
To Kl~ l , .  
To Kalakal, and thcnce to Birjnnd. 
To Nasirabad, bctsvccn the homunr. clo3.d in Aoodr, said to be five rtagcr. 
North to Anardara and so;ll to Ibrahimabad and along the Hclmund; the route 

lollo~vcd by the Boundary Commission. 

Br l ler- l~~du~ l o  Tigris 
t Hellcu. : ~ l ~ i t l ~ ~ d  i ~ l g h x n  nl!undar, C ~ r n ~ i r ~ i . ~ ~  Rrmnl.. \'-I I prpr 31,) ra?, ,he main rhrnncl dm, nun 

run mt.3 thm JIIIIUII. but #I. Lhe Ilarnun.~-Sabu~~; ,I ik. ~UIIILI. SO slio~n on L .  c map. 
C I 



FANAH. 

~h~ district of  Farah is bounded on the nnrth and east by that o l  Sahmvar 
belonging 10 the Herat Province. on the south by [.ash-Jurain, and on the 

by the districts o l  Bakaa and Shahiwan. I t  was lar~ner ly included in  the 
province 01 Herat, but a,ar created independent by the Amir Shere A l i  Khan. 

is kno,vn regarding the district, for many years i t  was greatly impo- 
verished otving to the exactions o l i t s  rulers, but o l  late i t  appears to hare 
reco,.rred, I t  is traversed by the Farah.rud and the cultivated area appears to 
be more or less confined to the river valley i n  which there are numerous villager; 
the antount o l  cultivation and population seems large and supplies should 
be abundant. 

The Farah-rud at Farah, when crossed by Lwo dufladars of the Guider in  
October 1885, had a bed over aoo ).ards wide. The actual stream war no yards 
wide and a3 leet deep. I n  flood time the river fills its bed and is then imprsr-  
able lor  loot pasrengets, though i t  is  said footmen can cross i t  i n  
April to June, when the mow melts. Under the heading Lash-Jutvain Dis-  
lnc t  i t  will be found that u p  to 1884 much water o l  the Farah-rud usedto 
reach Juaain 60 miles brlow, but that now the Juwain plain is a desert 
and the water has been entirely cut off i n  the Farah dbrtrict ; this shows that the 
large body o l  water passing Farah is'now used u p  in  irrigation, and that the 
district, under settled government and a just ruler,. has largely increased 
Its cultivated area. Major Rind, r h o  accompanied the Alghan Boundary 
Commission as Cornmissiariat Otlicer, stater : -I '  Farah, a great many assert is  
very rich, i n  lac1 that i t  could i t r r l l  leed a large arm lor a year, but this' is 
bared on the sbpporition that Zamindawar is includedlunder the Farah Province 
(shichi t  is). I have no doubt that this is an exaggeration, but at thesame time i t  
can I think be depended on lor  several months." The inhabitants are Nurzai 
~ l i l a i ,  etc. )Farah IS important as being one 01 the main points for callectio; 
o l  supplies between Kandahar and Herat, the others being Washir (or some 
other point i n  Zamindawar) and Sabzasvar. Ayub Khan, with pooo men halted 
at Farah lor  fire days to allow the Zamindawarir to collect supplies anh found 
them abundant. The  Amir has lately (1893) ordered 40,000 maundsol  grain to  
be kept stored i n  Farah. The granaries had been constructed in  May  1893. 
I n  1893, considered to be a famine year, wheat was rell ino at seers and 
barley at 40 seers a rupee. I n  ordinary years wheat rc l l r  at 5 annas a maund 
and barley at 4 t  annar a rnaund o l  40 seers. 

A t  Farah the main route l rom Kandahar, hitherto running eart, turns due 
north. 

SISTAN OR CHAKANSUR. 

The district of Alghan Sislan is bounded on the south by the Baluchistan 
deserts, on the west by Persian Sistan, on the north by the district o l  Lash- 
Juuain, and on the eart by  the desert Dasht-i-Margo. 

1, commcnres a1 Rudb.tr on the Hclmand and takes both banksof the rarer 
up to  Baod.i.Kam.*l K h m ,  nhrnce 11 IS confined l o  the rtght (east) bank, 
be,ides lh l r  str.p, the d!strnrt ~ n c l ~ d c r  Chakanrur along the Karh-rud. 

The country up to  1882 was practically independent, inhabited mainly 
by  Sinlarani Baluchir and ruled hy  the 5injorani Chiel, whore territory and 
sway eltended to Chageh in Baluchistan. He  was deposed by Abdul Rahrnan 
Khan lor reluring to acknowledge him as Arnir, and the country is now held by 
an Alghan garrtson. I n  the south ol  the district the people are mainly Shirannai 
and Nahrui P;lluch, but as usual there are small bod~es o l  other tribes mixed up 
throughout the district. 

The main leature of the district is  the tract known as the Ashknn.i- 
Chnkansur, a reedy tract formed at the m o u t h i a l ~ h e  Helmandand Ka~h.~,,d 
ahcre they rnrer the harnunr (urdr Larh.Jutvain1, and lringing the Naizar, ,,i 
whichit lornlr the outlying part ; "Ashk " is a fine reedy grass growing very 
thickly over the tract, some lour mile3 wbde, and extending some miles easl,,,ardo 
from rhr main route. I t  is flooded during the spring, but in  any case there is 

Sardar ~1uh;rnrnnd Yusl  Khm. 3 m 01 Do$% &tuhrrnmrd. 
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sufficien! rain to produce thegrass. I t  is  burnt OK i n  the winter inordertha1.1hr 
young shoots may aflord grazing. Maitland rays 1h.8~ t h ~ r e  r r r  to,ooo head ol 
rat t le and l i . r o o  h r ~ d a l  sheep In the d~strict. For the greater part o l  the year 
thesearr fecl i n  the Naizlr and Aahkan, thesheep also pasturing un the plateaus 
north of the Hr lmand ba,in. The d~flerrnce between the Natzar and Ashtan 
I r  that the former is rovered with tall reeds and the latter with low reedy 
grass mixed also with " dhub." 

Major Rind'a reportm regardingsuppl i~reiver details a l  what may be 
exp~cted in  the d~str ict .  He  slates that supplies throughout the dir t r~et are very 
scanty and not much more than required lor the population, but on the Hclmand 
the area of cultivation could be increased to almost any extent with ntm, money 
and irrigation works. I n  connecuon with su pliea Persian Sistan must be 
considered ; i t  is said to  be very rich, and Par richer than the richest 
district o l  H r r a t ;  Major Rind was inlormed that the revenue amounts to 
21,- khorn.ars or I 76.000 ~raunds (Indian) o l ~ r a i n ,  whnch will give some idea 
o l  i ts  capabilities. I n  1893 Lieutenant-Colonel Yate heard ot Farah that Chakanrur 
\\,as daily rising in  importance acd size, and o r i n g  to the Amir's prohbbition to 
export grain to Persia.grain was a drug in the market wheat selling at 15annasa 
maund and barley at I I annas, and that in  good yea:s Lhc price is wheat gtannas 
and barley I 3 anrlas a maund. Lieutenant the Hon'ble H. D. Napier, who visited 
Persian Ststan in  the winter o l  1891-93, stater that the revenue grain amounts to 
zq,- khorivarr, and he es~imatrs the surplus grain over and above the require- 
ments of the population, at3S.wo khnrwars or a00,ooo maunds (10,000 tans). 

PUSHT-I-MUD. 

The Pusht-i-rud (beyond the river) is  so called because i t  consists mainly 
of  the tract west o l  the Helmand from Kandahar, to which province the Purht- 
i-rud belonged belore the province o l  Parah became an administrative unit i n  
the time o l  Shere Al i ;  Farah proper and the western districts of the Farah Pro- 
vince then were under Herat. The Pusht-i.rud of the present day comprises 
both banksof the Helmand, besides extending south~vards to Rudbar. I t  con- 
tains lour districts (I) Pusht-i-rud proper or the district of Cirishk, (a) theGarm- 
sel or tract along the Hrlmand lram Surkhduz to Rudbar, (3) Naozad, north of 
Girishk, and Zamindaa,ar, north.east of Girishk. The whole is ruled by a 
Hakim who resides at Cirishk and is under the Governor o l  Farah. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Yale in  May 1.993 stater that Pusht.i-rud IS now an independent 
charge, subordinate neither to Farah nor Kandahar, but this seems somewhat 
doubtful. 

The sub-districtst and population are as under- 
Svb.dodrirl$. 

i 
Surwan Kala 

Purht-i-rud or Girishk . . 3 m i  Kala Car. 
Of,u hich{~o,ono sctlled. Chcghrat. 

8,150 nomads. Cirnrhk. . 
\\'a,hir. 

o r  which { 9,000 settled. 
I , ,ow nomads. 

Naorud . . . . 15,950 1amilies 
Of wl,irh { 6 ~  @ettled. 

Q,OOO nomads. 
Baghran. 

The paptxlatian is a lmas~ evclurivrly Durani, hut the tribes arr. agond deal 
mixed up. I n  the hlusa Kala and Zamindarar sub-divisions the population is 
almost entirely Alizai ; Nurxai and lshakrai predomin.tte ~n Naozad and in  the 

A1gh.n Oounda.). Comminion. Vol. V, p. 17. 

t For lull dcla!ls rr I.milie~. rillay5 dr., m;J# Alghan Bound..) Conlminion Records. Val. 1V. 
PP. 713"IU. 
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=armsel; lrhakzai i n  the I<ala Gaz sub-division of Push1.i-rud proper, Barak. 
zai and ~ ~ h ~ k ~ ~ i  i n  the Girishk sub.division. The numbers estimated are 

robably much inexcess o l  actuals. Snow lalls h e a d y  in  Baghran in  winter and 
!ome in ~ ~ ~ h n i  and Khunai, but none in the southern part. T h e  northern 
districts of the Pus1,t.i-rud are very lertile. \\'heat, maize, barley, peas, tobacco, 
and are cultivated in abundance. Vegetables and l ru i t  abound. The 
Mirza- that lrom Washir supplies lor  Ayub Khan's army in  1880 rverc 
.bundant t'lat lront \\'nshir to the Helmand stretched the district 01 Znlnin. 
da\var, p;obably cne o l  the most thickly populated and lerti le in Alghanirtan. 

The nomad population belong chiefly to the Ishakzai, Nurzai, Baluch and 
Mrlk i  tribes. They graze their cattle in  Taimani country lrom May to August 
on account 01 the grass and cool climate. I n  Apr i l  and September they are 
on the move. and ~n October and November they live in  Zamindawar, Naozad 
and hlusn Kala. From December to March they live i n  Garmsel, where the 
chmate is not too cold. 

Caanrls and oxen are plentilul i n  the Pusht.i-md district lor transport 
purposes. Large flocks a l  sheep are kept and some cattle. Fuel is scanty, but 
wood lrom orrh.trdr is used. Grass is scarce, but bhusn and lucerne 
plentilul. 

The Helmand is joined by the Rud-i.Tirin at Derawal, by  the Rud.i-Musa. 
Kala at Dahan-i-Doab aod by the united waters of the Rud.i-Arghandab and 
Dari  at Kala.Birt. I t  flows rapidly lrom January lo  May, and il nowhere 
lordablc during those months. Throughout its upper course its bed is stony 
having high bills on bath sides; but lower down i t  is open and becomes ver; 
vide below the Dahan-i.Doab. On i ts banks at a lew places there are marshes 
or lakes and jungle, and in  same places bad quicksands. The  lords across the 
Helmand are at Garmaa, Shumalan and Kliwaja Ali. A t  Shoraki also called 
]arc ( i t . .  the bridge) above Girishk. there are 45 boats k rp t  l o  make a bridge, 
which is used lrnm the beginning o l  June to  the end o l  December. Boats are 
kept also at Dahan-i-Doab and Girirhk K i a k a i  Krla-i-Gaz, Baba Haji, Khus. 
rrbad, Kilich, Kirtaka, Darweshan, ditvakk. i<han Nirhin and Dishu are also 
lording places, but during the cold season the river is lordable nearly everywhere 
rbose Girishk. 

I t  is estimated that the surplus produce o l  the Pusht-i.rud district will 
not be less than go,oao maunds o l  wheat and a5,ooo maunds o l  barley, and that 
there is plenty 01 carriage, camels and bullocks, available to place the grain 
wherever required. The cumber o l  rheep available is very large. The Amir 
Ihar lately gwen orders lor  60,000 maunds o l  grain to be always kept stored at 
Girirhk. 

PWSHT-I-RWD. 

T o  the north o l  the Gnrmrel lies the sub-division 01 the Push1.i-rud called 
Gwishk or Pushpi-rud proper, the chiel p laceol  which, Gir i rhk on the Helmand, 
i s  the head-quarters o l  the Hakim of the Purhr-i-rud District. Thc fort 01 
Girirhk is in  a very dilapidated condition, and is only used as the residence o l  
the Hakim. I t  has no earrison. 

The  tmportanceol lh is d~,tr~ct is that ~ n t t  Ile, theobl~gatory p i n t  o lparsagr 
ol  .an! 1ar.e lorce rnsrchlng bctssvcn Kandrhar and Herat. Th l r  paant IS at or 
.bo\e H ~ d e r a b a d  or Shorakn,t anJ not at the ton" o l  G~rlshk ~tscll. 

From Gtrirhk router Irad- 
(I)  to T11,~kans~r :,;6 (Ilc lia.1)-rell. o l i r l  ro Ibr good, n i t1  nstcr lrom wells and 

IIII-I and ~amcl ,.razing ~ n ~ r l g  al~tnllcla~>t, 169 milcsi 
( 2 )  lo Hcrnt l i d  \\'r.lxr and Parah, jrB miles: 
(3) lo Hcrrt aid \\larl!ir and I)rolstabad, a i l  miles, 
14, to Herat vrd hlusr I i r l r .  Gbor. Parsi and h l a r n .  331 miles; 
(5) to Kandrhar. 77 m8lc.. 
(4) l o  I.ash-Jar\~ain ; r C  1111. Hr lmrnd, 343 miles. . ~ ~ t ~ , ~ ~ ~ t i . ~ ~  rl\m h\ h u h  Khan'. xrilrr,durin~ hls mvrh lo Kondahar, loCaplaln G~,cI=, 

I ~ ~ U I ,  ~ . . ,s !am Q,~ .~ tocc  Xla-krr General, mn?u 
t A,." m, r ,  ",."h u, Llrlrhr on the H.lrn>"d. 
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G A n l l s e ~ .  

This district 01 the Purh1.i-rud extends lrom Hazarjult to Rudbar, a dis 
tance o l  1-50 miles, and is very hot lor  six months in the year. The  
area is confined :a the rivcr v;rl!ey. which is boundud an the south nlld north by 
desert wastes; on thenortl? llmt 01 the 1l;arht.i-bl.trgo and on the south and east 
the Registan and Balucll~stsn deserts. The Garmrel r;tlley bears 
marks o l  lormer prosperity and populoasnrsa; its roil i5 extremely lertlle and it. 
command 01 w.!trr unl im~ted; l o  rerover its Icrti l ity i t  ooly requlrer peace and 
good government. 

Betree## the Hclmand and K:hsh-rud lies the Dasht-i.Margo which lram a 
military point o l  view, is impassable, br ing an almost waterless k t ,  do or go 
miles i n  width. On the east is the Regirtan or randy desert south o l  Kandnhar 
and the Arghandab; the only routes throughout Lhe tract are along the banks o l  
the Helmand. 

T o  the south lie the Baluchistan deserts, across which there are two routes 
practicable lor a small lorce with some preparation. The more northerly route 
runslrom Nushki to Khan Nirhtnon the Helmand ul;l Shah Irmail. There i s  a 
waterless tract lrom Shah lsmail to Khan Nishin (Landi Wali Mahomed Khan) 
go miles. with only one small water.holr, 15 miles IromSh.lh Ismail. Tt.e 
southerly route runs lrom Nurhki  tllrough Chageh and Gallachah to Khwaja 
A l i  or the Helmand. The best route is a combinational the two, lrom Nurhki  
o idShah lsmail and Gallachah to K h ~ r a l a  A l l ;  this war the route traversed by 
the Alghan Boundary Commission in 1884, consisting ol  :- 

514 horses. 

Thcy marched in  three echelons. Colonel Maitland considers that i t  might 
be to  move an inlantry division 01 two brigades o l  lour battalions each, 
with three batteries and a native cavalry regiment, lrom Nvshki to the Helmand, 
and so on to  Sirtan in cchelons a l  strength not exceeding one battalion ; no tents 
could be takenand lollowersshauld be reduced as muehaspossible. With proper 
arrangements sufficient water might be obtained at every stage, but lull supplier 
would have to  be laid out al l  along theline, the coumry aRording nothing except 
luel, a l itt le grass, and a lew sheep. 

The one advantage o l  the Nushki route, as against many disadvantages, is 
its invulnerability and the readiness with which a railway can be laid down along 
this line should Sirtam ever be occupied.' 

NAOZAD. 
Hitherto i t  has been commonly supposed that the whole of the counlry 

north of Gir i rhk lo the Tairnani and Hazara boundary was Zamindawar, but this 
is erroneous; the western part 01 this tract is Naozad. I t  is very lertile and 
populous. 

ZAMINDA~AR. 
T o  the north 01 the Girishk district lies Zamindawar on the west bank 01 

the Helmand. I t  is  one o l  the most populous and lertile districts 01 Alghanir  
tan. I t  is  watered by the Musa Kala river and other streams; the northern 
part,of the district 1s hilly, the spurs lrom the main watershed pradually sink- 
~ n g  into the plains. The  ~nhabitants had up to  lately the reputahon o l  being 01 
an exceedingly hostile, turbulent and lanatical disposition, but r e  have now 
reason+ to believe that they are neither ,nore nor less ill disposed than the 
inhabitants o l  Southern Alghanirtan in general, and that under certain circum- 
stances their good behaviour can be lairly relied on. 

B A K ~ V A .  
Bakwa is a plain, l ing east 01 \Varhir, a sub.districtof the Purht-i-rudand 

the Farah district ; to the north lie the Gulistan and Shahiwan districts, and t o  
the south i t  is open to the Kash desert. Both thenorthern and southern routes 

vide i n n r d u n ~  nnuc to *khan noundarr commilrion nourn. tielmand se.ic.. by Colmrl 
DIa#lland. This contams much valuable inklrmallon. 

t k~~ i t l .~d - -A l~hn~ uound2.). comrnlurun Ruunem. Hclmrnd *crier. 



lo H~~~~ run lhmugh i t  lor  30 to 40 miles. There is much cultiv.ttion, more 
in its western ride, and a consider.~ble amount of supplies would be 

lort~,coming 11 appears to have suHered lrom being a theatre o l  the wars 
which dunllg the pas1 century. were carried on between Herat and Kandahar, 

1; have become almost depopulitted in  consequence, but with thesettled 
o l  Abdur Rahman's reign the district is  recovering and cultivation 

,ncrraring. The people are chiefly lshakzai and Nurzai, Achakzai, Salarrai 
and popalrai, the Nurzai predominating. 

Colonel Yate who passed through i t  i n  May  1893 says that i n  the n.inter 
and spring i t  is inhabited by same ~ .ooo lami l i r s  01 Nurzai nomads who move to 
the hdlr i n  the hot n,eathcr. During their residence there would be no difficulty 
in procuring supplies for a large force. I n  spring green crops would lurnish 
lorage, and firewood is procurable from the hills to  the north-west. The 
N ~ r z a i s  are considered rich, and own large flocks of camels as well as sheep; 
they could grow much more grain i f  required. I t  is said that there used to be 
300 horeser i n  working order, but there are now not more than 60. Bakaa is 
locally looked on as the great battle ground 01 the luture between the Russians 
and English. 

GULISTAN. 

The Gulistan district lies to the north o l  Bakwa and Washir. There is l i t t le 
or no definite inlormation about it, but i t  is believed to  contain a number o l  
villager. Dilaram and Bar on the Girishk-Farah road are on the southern 
edge of the district. Colonel Yate was informed that Gulistan is a well watered 
and well cultivated district, l u l l  o l  gardens and grapes, inhabited by about 2,500 

Nurzai lamilies, and able to iurnish ample suppl~es. 

SHAHIWAN. 

The Shahiwrn district lies north o l  Farahon theupper waters o l  the Farah- 
rud. I t  contains many villages watered l rom the river, and a large amount 01 
cultivation extending over the n,hole course o l  i t s  valley l rom Puza Langar to  
Farah, over 30 miles. considerable supplies would be available. more especially 
lor the northern route v t i  Daulatabad. T h e  inhabitants are chiefly Nurzai. 

- 

DISTRICTS OF T H E  PROVINCE OF KANDAHAR. 

KANDAHAR PROPER. 

This district, as containing the capital, is  the most important of the pro. 
vince. 

I t  is divided into three districts :- 

(11 Kariaidt or suburb~. . . 
( 2 )  hlohalajat, or villages occupying the site of the "mohala=," or 

quarlers 01 thr old city ol  Icandshar. 
(3) Karezat or Darnan. 

The population is mainly Durani, but thereare large numbers o l  Ghilraiand 
Farrirans, l iving chiefly in  thecity. There are also 5.000 Hindus i n  Knndahar- 
mm,  women and children.-rho are traders and bankers,rnainly lrom Sh ikarp r  
Sind. The district is plentifully watered by the Arghartan,Tarnak and ~ r ~ h a n d a i  
rivers, l rom the latter o l  which five canals are brought into the Kandaharvalley. 

Very lu l l  details regarding the villages, population, cultivated land and 
revenue will be l a n d  i n  the Gazetteer. Volume 11, under " Kandahar aistrict." 
Details regarding amount and cost 01 supplies in  a report by hlajor Hobday, 
dated Kandahar, January 1880.' The population is stated to be :- 

Kandahar City . . t!,oos 01 whom about h arc Farrirlns and 
5,000 Hindu.. 

Ksriaja . . . . 34.2m 
hlohalajst . . . 8,ooo 
Karezat. . . . ,,5oo 

' Re.publi*hcd, ~ 7 t h  mema by hla1.-Gml. Oadrurk. C. G..in-C., by I L1.. nsqa 
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T h e  city o l  Kandahar i s  situated i n  a plain between the Tarnak and 

Arghandab rivers, at anelevation 01 3.400 feet. I t  is an irregular oblong i n  
the length being l rom north l o  south, with a circuit o l  3 rn~les, 1,006 
I t  is surrounded by  a di tch 24 feet wide and l o  Icet deep,and by a wall is 
sot  feet thick at  the bottom and l 4 &  lee1 th ick at  the top with a height of 27 
feet. T h e  wall is o l  mud and without revetment o l  stone br brick. The length 
o l  the west lace i s  1,967 yards, east 1,810, south I 345 nonh  I 164. There 
six gates, ta,o i n  the east, one in the south. two k t i e  west, 'and one on the 
north lace. The  gateways are delended by  sixdouble bastions and theangler by 
four large circular towers. T h e  number o l  houses i n  1E8o war given as 4,310, 

T h e  tribal divisions i n  1880 were:- 
Pamlio. 

Durani . . . . . . . . . .  522 
Ghilzai . . . . . . . . . .  6 , t  
Farrlwan . . . . . . . . .  1,044 
Kahar . . . . . . . . . .  a75 
Mirctl lanrous. . . . . . . . .  828 
Foreigners . . . . . . . . .  566 - 

3,886 -.- 
T h e  climate o f  Kandahar is not considered healthy b y  the Alghans, but  

th is  Ir probably due to the want of sanitation i n  the city and to  thelarge grave- 
yards on the one r ide and marshes on the other. The  lollowing gives an idea 
ol t he  climate :- 

Winlrr.-December, lanu.vand February.-Cloudy weather m d  storma,rnow, elect 
and rain. Hard lrosta in Jannny and February 

Temperature- 
r. r. S h d a  

Maximum . . . . . . .  I 59 
Medium . . . . . . . . . .  49'15 
Minimum . . . . . . . . . .  41 

Spring.-March, April, May.-Cloudy and lair reather, occasional rain and thundrr. 
storms during firathall. 

T c m p r n t u r c  
r. r. S h b .  

Manimom . . . . . .  I 85 
Medium . . . . . . . . . .  7 ~ 8  
Minimum . . . . . . . . . .  53 

Summer.-June, July, Au urt m d  art 01 September.-Thc hot sealoo commences 
about rolh fune and err. to 20th September. I t  conrirls 01 two 
periods o l  40 days, each separated by an intervening lorlnipht o l  cloudy 
and cool weather. A pestilential hot r i n d  oltrn blowa, known a Ihc 
"garmbad;" dust storms arc lrequent and severe. 

Temperalure- 
. . Shade. . . . . . . .  ~~~i~~~ I 96 . . . . . . . . . .  ~ ~ d i ~ ~  81.10 

Minimum . . . . . . . . . .  81 

Aufrmn.-Part o l  September, October and November.-Sun pawcdul, occasional 
dust-storms, rarely rain. 

Tcmpenture- .. u. Shade. 
Maximum . . . . . . .  I 81 
Medium. . . . . . . . . . .  70'44 
Minimum . . . . . . . . . .  58 

T h e  above were taken i n  a courtyard i n  the city and are probably some 
degrees above the temperatures i n  the open country. 

Kandahar i s  a large trade centre and supplies can be collected from the 
province and l rom the Pusht.i.rud district o l  Farah (provided the country is 
friendly) sufficient t o  feed a division o l  15,000 men wi th i t s  complement 
of transport and lollowers. Kandaharitself is o l  the highest stralegical value, as 



IhrouKh i t  pars practically all router by which an army advancing from Herat 
bwards lndla must march with the exception of  the Herat.Daulatyar route t o  
Kabul. 

The main routes are- 
Mil.. . . . . .. - 

'i-. hoh.Juvnin, "id K ~ l a  Birt and the Helmand . . 
nitto u r l  Girirhk and Parah . . . . 413 

To Herat, '"d Wnohir, Farah and Sabrawar-Farah st (141) 
307 

Sobxarar (329) . . . . . . 405b 
TO Hcrat, vi6 \\'ashir and Daulalabnd (northern route) . 351 
~ i ~ t o  ,,id Gir~rkh Ghor Farri and hlarrn . . . .$oBl 
To ~ , a b ~ l ,  a84 ~nlnt-#:~hi lz; i  187; and Ghazni (2234) . 328' 
To Dcra lrmril Khan, u U  hlrrvl and the Gornrl . . . 381 
To Quctla, wid Chaman (731 . . . . . . 150 

I t  cannot be strategicall turned on the south, except by Lash- lurain and 
the Hrlmand,and thence by the di f icul t  desert routes lrom Khwaja A l i  or Khan 
Nishin to Nuahki. which are imoracticable. exceot lor  small bodies 01 trooor. , . . 
and then only n,ith  reparation Inr water and supplies. 

. . 
To the north between Kandahar and Kabul, routes lor  small bodies 01 

troops, no doubt exist across the difficult mountainous tracts 01 the Hazarajat, 
but the country is unsurveyed. During the late Hazara rebellion the Amir has 
had large bodies 01 troops and levies operating i n  this tract, but i t  cannot be 
seriously considered that an army would move Irom Herat through this moun- 
tain tract on to the Kabul-Kandahar line. Kandahar is only 73 miles l rom the 
head 01 the railway at Chaman Fort, and with the exception 01 the Kadanai, 
Arghartan and Tarnak rivers. which would present no obs~acle to  bridging, 
there are no physical difficulties to the r a p ~ d  cannruction 01 a line, the material 
lor which is stacked at New Chaman. 

4. TIRIN. 

An outlying district about 80 miles north 01 Kandahar on the borders of 
the Hazarajat. Little is knonn 01 i t ,  beyond that i t  is  lertile and exports a can- 
riderable quaniity o l  grain to Kandahar. I t  is approachable by good roads lor  
pack animals vtd Khakrez and Nish, by the Podina Pass and Kotal-i-Paj, also 
lrom Manand, wid Ghorak. I t  is drained and lerti l ired by the Tir in river which 
joins the Helmand a lew miles south of M ~ i u d i n  ih the Dcrawat district. 

5. DERAWAT. 

We hare learnt l itrleor no~h ing  01 this lertile valley, which only lies some 60 
or 70 miles almost duenorth 01 Kandahar, though re held that part o l  the country 
on two occasions lor three years a t  a time, 1839.42, 1878.81. Stil l we have 
ascertained that the valley is a lertile one; that i t  was lormerly i n  the posses- 
sion 01 the Hazarar, but they were aus~ed by the Duranir ; that the Nurzais, 
one 01 the great divisions 01 this race, now hold i t ;  that i t  lorms the northern 
boundary o l  the Purht-i-rud district 01 the Farah Province; that the roads to 
i t  lrom Kandahar lie through the Garmab valley; and that the perennial stream, 
which warcrs it, is  either the main or one 01 the minor branches 01 the Helmand 
river. 

6. DAHLA. 

The Dahla District, which is one 01 the 19  districts 01 the Kandahar Pro- 
vince, lies entirely on the right bank o l  the Arghandab, wirh the exception o l  
the Bor i  valley and a lew villages opposite Almush, and extends in  a south- 
westerly direction lrom hl i ran to within 14 miles 01 Kandahar. The character 01 
the country is similar to that o l  the blizan, but i ts valleys aregenerally wider and 
more cultivated, and the hills become gradually lo rc r  and less rugged towards 
the south. Kajur, its morl northern point, is  25 miles from the river bank. I t  
is rich both in  gram and Iruit, the latter consisting principally o l  figs, apricots, 
almonds and graper 

*;nui ;;bp;a2~~sh;;;~;~;;;~;;i;;! bad lor whorl% For r k l r  bhc but cord lrom 



The district is  divided into 15 sub.divisians. The population is nurani 
consisting 01 Alikozai. Popalzai, Ghilzai, and a lew Barakzai and ~ c h ~ k ~ ~ i ,  
Hararar tn the Bald oub.divirion. . . -- - - - 

The Dahla District is capable 01 supporting a lorcc 01 4 oco men lor two or 
three months il broken up into detachments, and might be'  usrlul to quartcr 
troops in, i f  necessary ; but the road lrom Kandahar to Kalat-i-Ghilzai u,d the 
~ r ~ h a n d a b ,  which runs through Dahla, presents so many difficulties to the 
passage 01 baggage animal. and guns, that i t  may be considered practically 
useless as a m~ l i ta ry  route. The revenue of the Dahla Distrkt  i~ a l itt le over 
8,000 maunds. 

A British column marched through i t  in February 1879. A t  first disturb. 
ances were expected, but on the arrival of the troops the n,o/ikr came in  and 
paid their respects. 

Water, grain and fodder plentilul. LThe name is also rpelt Dala and 
Dalai.] 

7. DEH-I-BUCHI. 
Oneof  the 19 districts 01 the Kandahar Province adjoining Ka~dahar.  

There is no information on record about it. I r i s  a very =mall dirtrict lying beyond the Arghandab lrom Kandahar and between i t  and Khakrez. 

8. KHAKREZ.  
This dir t r ic t  comprises the upper pan  of the valley lormed by the Kurhk- 

i.Nakhud stream and i ts tributaries and the valley of the Lam. I t  i, p l e n ~ i f ~ l l ~  
irrigated by means o l  horeser, which are said not to rail i n  summer or freeze in  
winter. Wheat is the staple produce 01 the country; barley is scarce, as i rn l ro  
jowor, dal, cotton and madder. General Palliser's brigade, consisting a1 I 
regiment Native Infantry, I h'ative Cavalry and t battery 01 European Artillery 
spent a month in  the valley in  rprina, 1879, and found no d~fficulry in  obtainin; 
su plies; snd Major St. John IPo l~ t~ca l  Officer) war 01 opinion that in September 
a L rce  would be even better off i n  thlr respect. The occupation 01 the passer 
leading to Nirh, Deranmat and Gharak, which are olten closed by marauders, would 
also conduce to the transmission 01 supplier from there valleys to Kandahar. 
Firewood is not lentiful. There are a few insignificant forts both in  Lam and 
Khakrez, and a %w of the villages have walled enclosures and gardens. The 
opulation ranristr 01 chiefly Papalmi and Alikozai with a few Achakzai. 

;he mineral wealth in  the hills is  considerable, consisting 01 mines ol  lead, anti. 
mony, and sulphur. Camel grazing is nearly everywhere abundant, which tote- 
thcr with the good climate make i t  an eligible summer quarter lor mops. The 
elevation of Ganjab at thc north end o l  the valley is 5,500 leet and of Sangra, 
near the lower end. 4,100 leet. 

I t  IS conner t~d  n ~ t h  the Arghandab valley hy several pawcs There are 
roads running throuph Podma and thr pnF.e, kno~vc) a, Dardrab. S~ah  Sang 
Bolan, Pshl, Lalak, hlulla hlurda and Maonand. There are al,o roads to N ~ r h  

g. KUSHK-I-NAKHUD. 

A considerable district, lrom 40 to 50 miles west 01 Kandahar. 
The Khakrez stream runs through Lhe district and carrirr off the surplus 

drainage ; i t  is, however, generally dry. The country is watered by a series of 
korcrsr, commencing at the foot of the high mars of hills forming the western 
extremity of Lhe Shah Makrud range. 

These korssrs irrigate a long belt of cultivation about a mile in  width, 
extending in  a south-rr,esterly dlreetion as far as the junction of the Kushk.i. 
Nakhud stream and Arghandab river. 

The upper portion 01 this belt will be found described under Maiwand, by 
which name the district is known to the north-east. 

T o  the south or the Kushk-i-Nakhud !here are no villager, but a wide 
stretch of bare ground, which, with a better rai~lal l ,  would admit or cultivation. 

Outside the cultivation limits are wide expanses of dnrhl or desert, i n  
seasonable years aRarding an unlimited supply 01 grass, bur in  June 1880 
absolutely bare. The darhl is  traversed by broad watercourse liner, but the 
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is so limited that the ravine banks nre low, and lorm no  obstacle to the 
passage 01 troops. 

~h~ crops raised in the valley are wheat and barley lor the rabi or 
crop, and corn and cotton lor the kharif or autumn crop. A conri. 

derable amount is exported to Kandahar. 

lo. MAIWAND. 

district o l  Kandahar, watered by a long line o l  koveser drawn 
from loot 01 the south-western extremity of the Shah.Maksud range, and 
occu ylng a ver important osition at the junction of the road leading l rom 
KanJahar to the Lelmsnd by t i e  Maiwand Pass and Sangbur, with a road up the 
~~~~~b valley leading to Ghorak. Lam, Nish. T ~ n n ,  and Derawat, and by the 
~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ d  Pars to the Helmand and Zamindawar. The distance lrom Kandahar 
to  ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ d ,  the chiel village o l  the districl, "id Sinjiri, Karer-i-Salim and the 
~ ~ i ~ ~ n d  Pass, is 37t miles, and the road is much used by kofilar. The district 

o l  six villages or groups 01 hamlets, most o l  which are well supplied 
with water, and have walled gardens or enclosures. 

There villager lorm an almost continuous line with those or the district o l  
Kushk-i-Nakhud to the south, and their inhabitants are lor the most part Nurzai 
Rpalzai, and Achakzai cultivators. The strip o l  irrigated land is generally abau; 
a mile in width, and the district erports some wheat to Kandahar, the robi 
crop being chiefly wheat and barley, and the bharif, cotton and Indian corn. 
Beyond the strip reached by the water of the karraes there are wide expanses 
of dash1 or steppe, which in good years are said to produce an unlimited supply 
o i  grass, though quite bare when seen by Lance i n  June 1880. The dorht 8s 
traversed by numerous broad ravines, but the banks of these are generally low 
and lorm no obstacle to the passage o l  troops. 

I I. NISH, OR NESH. 

A'dirtrict 01 the Kandahar Province. Very l itt le is known o l  it lrom the 
observation o l  officers I t  is, however, well known that i t  is a fertile and populous 
dircrict, and one a l  [he chiel sources o l  the grain-supply o l  Kandahar. I t  is 
about 50 to 60 miles north.west o l  Kandahar ; the best road 1.1 i t  runs through 
Padina, a tract of broken country at the north-east end of Khakrez. The road 
is raid to be open and eary lor al l  arms throughout. 

I t  can also be approached lrom the Kushk-i-Nakhud and Maiwand valleys 
rid Garmab and the Kotal-i-Paj. 

12. GHORAK, OR GHURAK. 

One ot the t g  districts o l  the province a l  Kandahar. I t  lies north-west 
01 the Khakrez valley, lrom which i t  is separated by the Shah Maksud range. 
The Lam valley i n  thenorth-east is, geographically, a part o l  Ghorak, although 
compr~red in the Khakrez district. On the north and west Ghorak is bounded 
by an unsurrsyed range. On the north the Wahad Pass leading into Derawat 
is said to be eary. On the south-west a defile, the Bagh-i-Mahrab Tan i leads 
to Malmund and Haidarabad on the Helmand. This defile is said to %; eary 
lor pack animals. 

The western portion o l  the Ghorak valley is well cultivated. The north and 
eastern paribon is a plain without water or cultivation. 

I t  has ten villager inhabited by Popalzai and Alikozai (Sarhani). 

13. KALAT.I-GHILZAI DISTRICT. 

The district o l  Kalat.i.Ghilzai covers about 50 miles o l  the valley o l  the 
Ta~nak  rlver, and about 2 0  o l  that 01 the adjoining valley o l  the rphandab. 
l h e  valley 01 the Lora to the south-ea~t is inhabited by Hotak Ghilzal, sublect 
to the Governor o l  Kalat ; but asit pays no revenue i t  can hardly be included In 
the district. Thisamprises the lollowlng sub-divis~ons locally termed 70pd:- 
Onah,  on the right bank o l  the Tarnak, adjoining the' I a n  of Kalat ; N n m - t .  
Ghundnn, on the lelt bank o l  the Tarnak below Ka l r t  ; Ubn-Rabat md 



Shahjwi, on the r ight  h n k  o l  the Tarnak above K d a i .  Khohah and j-.,, on 
the lelt bank o l  the Tarnak above Kalat ; ~ a m a - i - ~ r ~ i n d a b ,  inthe ~ r ~ h ~ b d ~ ~  
"all.". 

The ~ e a p l e  o l  Kdat.i.Ghilzai district, as la as its revenue aying portion 
is concerned, are almost exclur!vely Ghdzai o l  the Takhi tnbe. %e Hotrlt, 
as i t  is olten erroneously called, the Otak tribe, which occupier the lelt bank oi 
the Tarnak between Nawai-Ghundan and Khakah, as well as the country to the 
eart and south up to Mukur and the Kakar terrttory ays neither land nor other 
tax to the State. T o  11s Chiel, who is nominate: !y the Amtr and receives a 
salary payable at Kandahar, the trtbe pays one.tmth ol  the produce o l  the 
land. 

The cold during the winter months is great; during spring and summer the 
climate is pleasant. 

The lort of Kalat-i.Ghilzai was successlully held in 1841 by a British 
detachment 01 950 men under Captann Cra~gie against a determined assault by 
Ghilzair. During 1879.80 i t  was also held froan January 1879 to August 1880 bg 
a detachment 01 British troops. The country round is well able to lu rn i~h  sup- 
plier to a small garriso~x o l  the fort permanently. The Hotak District la to 20 
miles to the eart,and the Mizan D i r t r ~ c t  (Ouran,) o l  the Ar handab valiey to the 
west, can lurnish a large amount 01 supplies. A considera%lr amount 01 rtorer 
had been sollected here by the Officer Commanding lor  General Roberts' lorce 
wh~ch halted lor a day, on 14th August 1880, during their march lrom Kabul td  
Itandahar. 

Kalat-i.Ghilzai is the only place of importance on the Kandahar-Kabul 
route, except Ghazni, i t  is on the r ighi  bank o l  the Tarnak river. 87 miles lrom 
Kandahar, 134 miles lrom Ghazni, and azg lrom Kabul. 

14. ARCHASTAN. 

This district l ier to the east o l  the Dawan district and Kandahar, and is 
watered by the Kushk.i-md and Arghastan rivers; to the north is the Nnw- 
~ G h u n d a n  sub.division 01 Kalat-LGhilzai, and to the eart the Marul  District; 
tu  the south lier Kadanai. 

The Kuohk-i-rud valley is thickly strewed with villages 01 medium sire, with 
trees, generally l ru i t  trees, about them. The valley is divided lrom that 
o l  the Tarnak by hills 5 . ~ 0  ar 6 . 0 ~  leet high, with rugged leatures and no 
vegetation. A lorre o l  one mountain battery, one regiment 01 hat ive Cavalry, 
one regiment British, and two regiments of Native lnlantr under Bri adier Gene- 
ral Barter was sent by this route during the movement o f  s i r  IIanafd Stewan's 
lorce lram Kandahar to Ghazni i n  April 1880. Supplies were easily obtained. 

The Arghastan river is joined from the north by the Kushk- imd within 
thedisuict. The valley is more cultivated than that o l  Kushk-i-rud. The 
inhab~tants 01 these valleys are chiefly Barakrai, but there are some A l i kou i  
and Popalzai. 

Wheat, barley and Indian corn are the chiel crops. Lucerne and carrots 
are also rawn lor local use. Firewood is plentilul. The ~nhabitantr own 
numerousterdr o l  sheep andgoats with a lew horned cattle. There is plenty 
01 gmm and bhuro i n  the villages, but the peo le part ~ l l h  i t  reluctantly as i t  is 
required lor winter use. Barley is scarce. Bueockr and donke1.s lorm the carry- 
ing  power o l  the district. 

The main router are- 
(I) Route lrom Kandahar to Ghazni. 
(1) A route connecting Quetta an0 Chazni. 

route lrom Kandahar to I \ lrrui m d  thence to the Gornal, regard. 
(') Ang which lattle is known. 

15. TARNAK. 

The Tarnak district consists o l  the valley o l  the river o l  the same name 
rxtending lrom Khel.i.Akhund to Kalat.i.Ghilzai and is separated from the 
valleys 01 the Arghandab and Kushk-i-rud an ei t ier  side by parallel ranps  of 
Ih~lls. 



The Tarnak is dammed op at intervals in  its course and the ra te r  led OR by 
for purposes 01 irrigation . c o n ~ r ~ u e n t l y  in the hot weather the river is almost 

entirely exhausted. There is ;on-idrrable cultivation along the river, but lew 
these being generally ~ l a e e d  in l i t t le dells, four or f i re milesol7 the road 

to ercaoe the extortions to which they would otherw~se be exposed i l o n  the 
high mad between Kandahar and Kabul. The  inhabitants are Dvrani and a l e r  
Tokhi Ghilzai. Abundant supplies can be collected, more e~pecially;bnween 
Tirandaz and Jaldak, and there plenty o l  camel thorn i n  summer and autumn. 

16. MIZAN. 

Mizan is a small district lying between Kalat-i-Ghilzai on the north, Tarnak 
on the eart, and south-east, and Dahla on the south and south-wert. 

I t  conr is~s of a series a l  narrow, more or less cultivated, valleys, between high 
barren hills, uatered by small natural streams running down at right angles to 
and lalling into the Arghandab,and comprises the following sub-divisions or groups 
of villages :- 

T i  . . .On the extreme north-east o l  the district. 
Molroh . Parallel valleya immediately adjoining and south-west 
701hun . :) of TJir. 
A l a n  Gul  Khar . 
Sinjui . . . 
S I l m  . . 1 on thc lrll hank o l  the Arghandab. 
Yohr . . 
Ar:haru . . \  
S h d m  , . On' the right bank 01 the Arghandab. 

The inhabitants are roughly three-lourths Ghilzai and one.lourth Alikozai. 
The staple crop is joz,or ; wheat, barley and rice are also grown in  smaller 

quantities, There is a curious absence of trees. but there area lew. Almond 
o rhard r  aboundanda l e r  vineyards. Almost every village has flocks of sheep, 
but being kept lor their wool, the owners are unrxlling to part with them. N o  
cprnelr are procurable, but there is plenty o l  bullock transport. 

The Arghsndab river runs through the district, and has ordinarily a breadth 
01 30 yards and a depth 01 g t o  6 leet, with a rapid stream o l  lour miles an hour. 
During the melting o l  the snows and alter heavy rain i t  rises rapidly and 
.becomer impassable, but in  the end of the hot weather can be lorded almost 
qnyuhere. 

A British force consisting a l  two guns 01 a mountain battery, one squadron 
abd one battalion Native lnlantry marched through the district lrom Kalat-i- 
Chilzai to Takir and an to Kandal~ar in Fehruary 1879. Abundant supplies were 
procured and bullock transport. The lorce was detained at l'akir (4th and 
5th February) by a lall of mow. 

17. MARUP. 

The Marul  District occupies the upper sources of the Arghastan and its 
affluents. I t  lies eart 01 the Arghartan District and north 01 the Toba Plateau, 
which is within Br i t~sh  territory. The lort o l  the same name was partially 
destroyed by Outram in  the first Alghan War. The reports o l  officers i n  the 
second Alghan War, 1878.80, add but litt le to our knowledge, and the district 
war not then visited. The upper valley 01 the Arghartan runs north-east and 
south-west through the dirtrict, and is a long, narrow valley,ercept about Marul  
(6,- leet), where there is a large circular plateau surrounded by hills with the 
town in  the centre; i t  is  highly cultivated and is lairly well wooded. 

The route mentioned under Arghastan continues on towards the Gomal, 
leaving Marul  by the Gharibac Kotal. The gateway and principal towers o l  
the lort of Maruf were blown up by the Bombay column in  1839. 

18. KADANAI. 

Tne plain contiguous to and north east 01 Peshin, lrom which i t  is repa. 
rated by the Khwala Amran range. 



I t  takes its name lrom the Kadanr~  river, which Rows tltrough i t  lrom east 
to west. 

From October ti l l April the plain is a great resort o l  Achakzri of almost 
every section, who there find pasture lor their flocks trill the reason arrives 
lor migrating to Toba, etc. The name Kadanai, as applied to  the whole plain 
is not recognised by its inhrbi lan~s, who have local names lor various parts oi 
it. Thus the panion ly ing south o l  the I<ojak.Kand.~har road is divided inlo 
Kunchai, Baldak and Rabat; w l ~ ~ l e  to the north are Rawani Sherub and 
Kadanai or Kadni, the Iatlcr being the tract about the ~ a d a n a i  river alter i t  
descends lrom the hills. The general elevation o l  the plain is about 4.000 feet. 
There are several Nurzai villages In i t  and some cultivation, but prrct~csl ly no 
supplies except some grass and camel lorage. 

19. SHORAWAK. 

The district o l  Shorawak lies IO the south 01 Perhin on the u.ertern 
of the southern end o l  the Khwaja Anwan and the Sarlat ranges. I t  conrlrtr 
almost entirely o l  flat alluvial plain between the lat l r r  range and the desert or 
Regirtan, by which 11 is also cut oll lrom the rest o l  LIB* Kandahar Province, 
except along the foot 01 the Khsvaja Amrrn to the Kadanai pla~n. 

The plain has a length 01 about 34 miles lrom north-north-east to saulh. 
sauth.west, twlh a breadth of eight or nine m ~ l r r .  The total length o l  Shora~ak  
is about 48 miles. I t  is bounded an the west by the Rugistan, or great desert 
which here abuts on the plain in  a long line of sand-blufls. Narrow valley; 
or channels of  alluvial ro i l  run up into the rand. On the north the boundary is 
marked by the Sargu hills, and from them a line is sulpared to run straight 
over the main range o l  Shasta to the Lora river, where the latter maker a sharp 
turn round the extreme end a l  Sarlat. Thence the crest o l  the Sarlat range is 
the l inr  o l  demarcation between Shorawak and Shand. The southern boundar 
leaving the mountalnr at a point about routh.eart of Saiad Bur, striker neart 
due west to Chihal Dukteran Ziarat on the edqe o l  the desert. I t  is defined by 
well known land-marks-rocks called Koh  Khanbar and Siah Sang near the main 
range, a randhill 1 miles from Saiad Bur, on the road to Rahman Khan Kala, 
and soon to Chihal Dukteran. South 01 this l inr  is thedistrict of Nurkhi, which 
is a part of Baluchirtan. The elevation 01 Shorawak is about 3 . m  feet, sloping 
very gradually lrom north.wert to south-east. 

Nofr'ml/eafrrrrr.-The Perhin Lora, emerging lrom its rocky defiles at ihc 
north-east angle o l  Shorawak, runs completely through the plain to the south- 
west corner. I t  has a very large and deep bed, but the perennial stream. is 
drawn afl lor  purposes 01 irrigation belore i t  enters  he plain, and the channel i s  
usually dry. 

The general aspect of the country is singularly bare. I n  almost any other 
portion o l  Alghanistan, even the most rugged, every village and hamlet has its 
group o l  mulberry and apricot trees. This is not the case here. Save some 
hall.dozen enormous lamarlrks there is not a tree in all Shora\vak. Thedistrict. 
however is redeemed lrom tbe monotony which its flatness and barrenness 
would olhenvise impose, by the high range of mountains on the east, and by the 
glaw~n red o l  the long lane of rand-bluflr on the west. The lormer are almost 
as treeyeesr as the  lai in; the rise up steeply to a nearly level crest Ilne, broken 
only by one small peak calyed Saru. Several parser lead through the range up 
to Sharod, \vhich has a much greater elevation than Shna~vak. 

During the winter months the climate 01 Shorawak is delightlul. Snow 
rarely lalle, and never lies, but Shorawak is stated to be very hot in  the 
summer. . . .  

Products.-Wheat is largely grown, barley much less so; melons 01 all 
sorts are cultivated, and il the spring rains are sufficient, jowar is sown; tobacco, 
cotton, vegetables, flowers, madder, lucerne are nor g r o m ;  l ru i l  trees .we 
unknown. The spring harvest happens in the middle or end of May, and if 

~ D Y O T  has been planted, an autumn crop is reaped, bur this crop depends on the 
rainlall. (AS a rule, there are no autumn crops.) Large flocks 01 sheep, camels, 
and donkeys are kept. 
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rhe  water-supply is l rom numerous canals d n w n  l rom the Peshin Lora. 
."he Barechis enumerate 35 such canals ; these d o  no t  run  more than hall-way 
down the so the euluvation is confined to  the northern end. 

rhe re  are also wells i n  almost every vil lage; theseare used i n  w m m e r  when 
the canal water lalls very low and is very salt. I n  the winter 01 18So.81 a 
detachment 01 all arms (Brit ish troo r )  war r ~ a ~ i o n e d  i n  the district at first near 
Mandozai, but  on account 01 the bagness 01 the water they moved to  Jat Poti. 

Imhabitanfs a n d  PopuIn1,oa.-The inhabilants 01 Shorawak are Barech 
Afghans; the are a fine stalwart race, with a reputation l o r  courage, bu t  
very peaeeabL and quiet on the whole. They  are cullivators, but  i n  winter 
many resort to India to reek employment. A l ~ h o u g h  Shorawak is noted as a 
breeding place 01 camels, and the Barechis possess many 01 there animals, they 
are not  engaged to  any extent i n  the carrying trade wl th Hindustan They do 
however, carry occasionally t o  Kej-Mekran,  more lrequentl t o  the Garmrel  and 
Sistan, and sometimes, but  rarely, between Kandahar and k a ~ a t  (Baluchistan). 

The  populalion o f  the district was computed i n  1879 a t  a1,000 souls. T h e  
lew Brahuis are almost entirely confined to  the desert. 

The  lollowing slatement, l ramed i n  March  1879, gives an idea 01 the 
supplies available :-. 

Summary of Supplier, elr., auoiloble fm an Army in Shoromok. 

Shscp and p a t s  

B"lt0.k. . , 

Horses . . . 
Donkeys . . 
tors . . . 

. I n  winter and spring plentilul in northern half 01 Shoranak ; 
precarious in southern hall, and procured from tanks. I n  
oummcr scarce and procured fro= wells. No water.oupply 
in  lower half of Shorawak to he depended on, unless lherc 
has heen heavy n i o  in the hills, and the pools in  the Lon 
channel arc lull. 

Not more than I.- mavods 01 barley could be relied on i n  
Shorawak, even just alter the harvest. 

. 

. Bhuro abundant alter the harvest: il the spring rains have 
been heavy, paq.cs are abundant. Bhuro for four 
native cavalry reglmcnts for one fortnight could probably 
he procured at any time during the year in  Shorawak but. 
except alter heavy rain., troops would have to depro)d on 
stored longe; prss.cuttcrr could not supply them; nn thc 
spring the green r h e a  would ovpport lroopr. 

lo,ooo maunds c m  he purchaneJ in the spring time. 
Alter Ihe harvest in  May, ng,ow maundr could probably bc 
procured; 19 wrler-mills exist in Shorawak; ertmmated that 
joo maundr per diem of 0110 could be turned out. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

2.59) 01 dl sorts; 01 Lhcse, 500 may he estimated as bein!; 
strong male camels fit to carry loads. the owners would 
lonle them in the sandhills i f  they hel/eved that they were 
likely to be seized for miljtary pur ores care lherelorc 
would have to be taken in collecting tRom ii required. 

8,604; o1,lhele large numbem are always lo  the hills and in 
the Reglstsn. 

Very scarce. 

Ditto. 

Estimated that 400 donkeys could he collected. 

I t  may he ertimatrd that 4oo corn  and calves are ncltlcrcd 
about Shonwd. 

~ 



Summary p/Supplics, c l r ,  availoblr fw am Army in S h a r a k .  

Shorawalc itrcll i t  ie ocarce. 

Chi . . . I= only procurable on demand i n  small qusntilier ; lime and 1 1 h e I ~ c e o I  the U Y Y .  w d d  be~u i red loco l l ec t  it. 

Vcgemblea . . None, except melons in therruoo. I 

Very large quantities 01 a coarse grass, known as " mul." which grows in 
the Re istan, is oblainableandwas largely used in the last war as  lorage; another 
kind of rass known as "vej" or "rvhej " is also obtainable, but horses and 
mules wilf not eat it.* 

Salt, do/, pepper, oil, and 
, other ~uppltca. 

V i d e  Dnrdlcc~ 01 Al~haniatm. mlole '-Shnawr* ". lor lull repmol g w a  opralions in I R a - 8 8 .  

These aorts of au plies, with the exception of salt, very 
scarce, and Houli have to be brought with the troops pro. 
cccding through Shoraa~k, lo (pet narhiag can h 
depended an as obtainable in Shorawsk except the products 
ol a purely agricultural and primitive 'district. SII. how. 
ever, is made by csaporalion, m d  is procured Imm minc. 
near Cbahph in the Sishn direction. 



C H A P T E R  Ill. 

STRATEGlCAL CONSIDERATIONS.' 
Afghanistan may be said to contain two distinct theatres 01 war, i n  which 

operations must be carried an independently o l  one another, and the events i n  
one o l  which wil l only indirectly aflect the course of  a campaign in  the 

other. 
The mtnute examloation o l  a large part o l  the country b y  the members o l  

the Alghan Boundary Comm~qston has enabled us to define thore theatres and 
to ~ndtcate with certainly the pontons 01 the country I n r h l c h  m~l i tary operations 
may be considered praciicable. 

These two theatres are the Kabul-Alghan-Turkistan, or northern and 
eastern theatre, and the Kandahar-Herat, or southern and western; the lormer 
is dealt with i n  the strategical considerations aflecting those provinces, the latter 
has been partially dealt with under Herar, which may be considered the eventual 
bare 01 any army attempting the invasion 01 lndia aid Kandahar. The 
two first objecti\,es o l  invading armies i n  the two theatres of  war would be 
the towns o l  Kandahar and Kabul, both owing to  their political and com- 
mercial importance and as centres o l  supply, and to  their remarkable strategical 
position as the two obligatory points through which any lorce marching 
towards lndia must necessarily pass. Althou h 313 miles apart and connected 
by roads suitable lor wheels and a bel t  o l  lertife country, the tract to the front, 
i.e., north-rest o l  this line, is mountainous and impracticable lor  oper2tions on a 
large scale,and i t  may consequently be stated with confidence that the strategic 
Iran1 cannot be pierced an where along its length in  force. This line u,ill be 
relerred to as the ~ a b u l - d n d a h a r  strategic front, and we have now to consider 
Its lelt flank, which rests on Kandahar. 

The position of Kandahar with reference to an enemy advancing lrom the 
Caspian must first be considered. Any advance lrom the Caspian is limited to  
the more or less lertilc belt occupied by  Khorasran up to Meshed and by the 
railway to Sarakhs or hlerv, and thence to Herat. From Meshed a lorce 
must move into the Herat Province lor the sake o l  the supplies awilable 
In the lertile districts round Hr ra t  itsell. Any advance southwards l rom 
Kharasran or Meshed is practically barred by  the central belt o l  desert, 
I r o n  200 to 1W miles wide, which runs across Persia lrom the Mazandaran 
Province in  a-south-east direction to Sistan, and thence east through northern 
Baluchistan, and the southern portions o l  the Farah and Kandahar Provinces 
o l  Alehanirtan. South o l  Meshed and between the line Turbat-i-Haidari- 
~ i r j a n j  and the Alghan lrontier extends a belt o l  mare or less desert country, 
tmpracticable lor the movement of troops. Herat is consequently an obli- 
gatory point, through which any large larce, operating lrom the Caspian on 
Kandahar, must pars. T o  the north 01 Kandahar lies the quadrilateral o l  
~mpracticable country embraced between the lour points, Herat, Kandahar, Ghazni 
and Maimana. This consistsol mountainous country running up to peaks o l  1 6 . m  
lo 17,000 leet, through n,hich the only route practicable lor an army is the Herat- 
Daolatyar-Kabul road (467 miles). I t  is not so much the difficulty o l  the 
country as the utter absence a l  roads which renders i t  impassable, and though 
there are several ways o l  travellin by paths between Girishk and Herat direct. 
none of them seem shorter, m b  consequently more advantageous, than the 
apparently circuitous route through Farah ; whilst, on the other hand, they are 
infinitely mare difficult. The upper basin o l  the Helmand generally known as 
the Hazaralat, or country o l  the Hazarar, is l itt le known, not h'aving been traversed 

the members 01 the Alghan Boundary Como,irsion; but there seems litt le 
doubt lrom enquiries made lram diflrrent sources that thereareno roads practic- 
able lor a large lorce leading on to the Kabul-Kandahar front. 

I n  the tract o l  country under consideration i t  is therelore obvious that the 
roads between Herat and Kandahar are compressed all the r a y  into a compam. 
thvely narrow space, between impracticable hilly country on the one side and 
' Cdond Ualdand'l Yemlrandum-'' Alghanislan ~trslepull) conmdsnd" h n  k e n  lael? r c l d  U 
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degert on the other. Also that thcre is a sharp angle at ~ ~ ~ ~ h ,  is that 
in addition to the 'main routes leading on to the ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ d  at ~ i ~ i ~ h ~  
exists a circuitous one lrom Farah thrau h La+ J,,,,~,,, and by Ih; 
mand valley, but the distance is great, and kis line.rn"ld be 
by a very small lorce drstined to penetrate into Bnluchirtan by the desert 
routes from Khwaja A l i  and ta create political d;ficultiesby raising the 
as a practtcable rode  lor  turninp the Kandahar position, in lorce ruficien; 
l o  have a n~i l i tarv eflrct on the s~tuation, i t  need not be cansidered. B~~~~~~ 
Icandahar and the Helmand the comparative narroaness 01 the practic- 
able country lor manmuvring, in  a strategical senbe is well known. but i t  is 
not perhaps so generally understood that thcre i; no breadth oic,,unlry to 
maneuvre in  the whole n,ay lrom Herat to Kandahar. But there be no 
difficulty in  arranging lor the movement 01 a strong lorce on t r d  roadr (*idr 
pages l a n d  17)  a~thinsupportingdistance. One 01 there routes at least Is practic- 
able lor the heav~est field artillery. 'The 18-pr. iron smooth-boreguns lor the 
Herat delences were apparently taken lrom Kandahar to Herat without difficulty 
and there is no doubt that wheeled transport could be used over the entir; 
distance. 

A considerable quantity 01 supplies are procurable between Herat and 
Girishk lor  the country traversed is by no means a desert . indeed along  he 
loot of: and within, the outer hills there are districts af lertile) as any in  
Alghanistan. A ub Khan moved his lorce 01 g to 12  thousand men lrom Herat to 
Kandahar, lec%ng them on theresources of the country. I t  is true that his 
supplies were collected in  advance, and that there was ample time to make the 
necessary arrangements; but,on the other hand, the proportion 01 mounted men 
was large, and the Alghans declared that greater numbers could have been fed 
ilnecessary. 

T o  meet an advance then, a position at Kandahar may be raid to cover 
al l  lines of advance lrom Herat. which must be taken as an obligatory point 
through which any invading lorce from the vest must pass. I t  is covered in 
Iront, by the Hcrmand at a distance 01 70 or 80 miles, over which the points of 
passage of any large lorce are limited to the Iront. Girishk.Haidarabad (14  
miler). The  passage 01 any force lurther north will land i t  i n  adifficult hil ly 
country practically roadless. N o  doubt lrom Girishk small bodies 01 troops 
could penetrate towards Kalat-i-Ghilzai, but no large lorce could make a flank 
march Lp any of the valleys running north-east with a hostile army in  position at 
or near Kandahar. Kandahar occupies a similar strategical position with 
regard to  routes in  rear, as all the lines lrom lndia converge upon it. As 
lar  as is known there is no greatly used route from lndia on to the Kabul- 
Kandahar front between Ghazni and Kandahar. T o  the south the nearest 

route from the Helmand, by which even a small body of troops can 
cross the desert, is 150miler distant. 

The rail head is now within 73 miler 01 Kandahar; and Quetta with i ts 
delensive position and military resources lorms a strong strategic supporting 
point, 150 miler i n  rear. 

The only other strategical lartar i n  this southern theatre 01 operations is 
the occupation of Persian Sirran and Lash-Juaain by a lorce to act on t h ~  
flank of an invader advancing by the Herat-Farah-Kandahar line. 

I t  sill be seen that this line of advance is particularly open to attack from 
sirtan the comparatively lcrti le valley o l  the Farah-rud, and that this 
attack be delivered where there is almost a right angle in the of cam- 
munications. The occupation of Sirtan in  addition to Kandahar has been 
urged the stratrgica~ reply to the eventual seizure o l  the Herat Province by 
~~~~i~ - i t  has been urgedg that with 3 0 . ~ 0  men in  position in  Sistan, 

'be i n  a ~ a s t l y  better strategic position in  this theatre of war than if 
occupied Kandahar. I t  is admitted that this cannot be done without a railway. 
and a presentr no great engineering difficulty. A line has recentlv 'lee" 
surveyed from  hi, "id somniani-Lus Bela-Wad-Nal-Kharan to Yushki. 
From Kharan a branch could be easily run to Sirtan; but for th? oc!uPat'on 
Sistan to be o l  any util ity as a reply to that of Herat by Russlas I t  be 

cdond Maitland-,* ~ ~ g h m i s b n  rtrat=gidl> conlid-tod." 



necessary to have our railway made into Sistan before Herat n,as 
occupied by Kurria. T o  make such a railway would take years, and alter the 
oecupa~ion o l  Herat events would probably advance too rapidly to admit o l  its 
being undertaken even assuming that financial objections are not considered. 
On the other h k d ,  the great rtrategical advantages claimed lor  an occu- 
pation o l  Sistan are open to doubt, though its undoubted resources rvauld 
be most valuable to an enemy. When the Alghan Boundary Commission 

through AIghan.Sistan in  October 1884, the hunluns owing to a dry season 
had shrunk to probably their minimum and were as shown i n  our maps; the move- 
ment o l  troops and ,making o l  a raised road over the Naizar bztween the hantuns 
appeared a matter o l  l itt le difficulty. I n  April 1885 there were, however, heavy 
floodr,andanoffieer who visited Persian Sir tan in  December 1885, lound the 
local conditions very diflerent ; part o l  his reportm is valuable, and should be 
borne in  mind when the question 01 the location o l  troops in  Sistan is con- 
sidered :- 

" S o  much o l  the basin of the homun as in  dry years is not submerged is 
said to  have filled in  ten days in consequence o l  the heavy floods in  Apr i l  1885. 
From the watermarks at Baring. the level o l  the lake had lallen litt le over three 
leet lrom May to December 18Y5. The water will continue to  diminish t i l l  March 
1886; then the spring floods will not only check desiccation, but will pro- 
bably rase the level, although possibly not to the height attained in  May  1885. 
Consequently i t  is not unlikely that i t  will take several years lor  the hontun to 
shrink to the area shown as being permanently under water on our maps. 
During this state of  affairs all ingress to and egress out o l  Persian Sir lan for 
transport animals is confined to the road on the le l t  bank o l  the Helmand ; lor  
below a point lo  miles down stream lrom Kala-i-Fath, the Helmand is not lord- 
able, and the ham16rr to the north and west 01 Nasirabad (Narratabad) can be 
crossed practically by ralt only. Persian Sistan is thus at present (3rd January 
1886) in  reality a peninsula. I t  is  worth remembering that il troops are sta- 
tioned at Nasirabad, they may i n  any spring find themselves almost suddenly 
surrounded by the waters, with the power of movement le l t  open only i n  one 
direction, unless indeed a bridge is made over the Helmand and causeways are 
constructed through the hnntun towards Lash-Juwain and Bandan. I would 
add that lrom Apri l  to July the Hr lmand is not lordable a t  a l l  anywhere near 
Sistan." 

The above report tends to show that a lorce might find their power o l  
movement and oRence cut OR at the critical time. I n  addition to this objection 
i t  may be stated that the climate of Sirtan appears to be very unhealth t and 
i t  is  very doubtlul il a lorce i n  occupation would long retain its ek iency .  
I t  is  lurther noteworthy that the resources o l  Sistan depend on dry years when 
the basin o l  the Iamun is dry and can be irrigated. In  years o l  flood cultiva- 
tion is much curtailed. 

Sirtan was visited by Lieutenant the Hon'ble H .  D. Napier in  the winter 
01 1891.93.\vho says : " 0 1  courseany schemes with regard to Sirtanare depend- 
ent on the construction o l  a railway, and seeing how absolutely essential the 
command o l  the Helmand is to any development o l  the country i t  appears to 
me that the best and boldest line lor  a railway would be the on; projected by  
Colonel Holdich vid Kharan and passing along the north of the God-i-Zirreh!' 

Should the occupational Sistan beaccepted as indispensable to  the delence 
o l  India, i t  ~ 1 1 1  be necessary to complete a railway to  i t  and to  give the force 
the power o l  lree movement by the construction 'of a causeway above 
flood level or by continuing the railway on to  Lash-Juwain. Under existing 
iinanrial condilions the spending o l  the necessary millions on this more than 
doubtlul insurance does not appear t o  be within the sphere of practical poli. 
tics. 
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Appendix A. 

Exlrocf  l r o m  lntroducfo~y Note lo A.  B .  C roules, Hrlnroad Series, by Colorrrl 
Mattlond. 

Wi th  regard lo  the fecding of troops moving from K~nldahar to Hen,, the capahilitirs 
o f  Kandahar ileelf, and I h r  counlry as lar or t l lr Helmand, are well kna5.n to us. 

Rut altLa6~gh a Hrl1i.h force ha9 in  rccewt times. been tn,,cr to Gi r i .1~ and an cacb 
occa.~on rmyrd lhcrr lor ~eucra l  u r i k r .  we have not as yet drfinltrly ar;rr~aincd the 
rerourcp.; ot the f 'url~l.~-rudd~r~sian of the Parah pravmnce, of rlmich tiiri9lnk is tlle adminis. 
trativc c.r.ntro. A rerenl rxploratios, however" h a  can~iderably inrreascd our stork d 
inlormation concorniyyahis l~lt lc-known regton), and as 11 is of conridcrahleimllortancc, r 
ICW remarks ulrnn i t  wil l  nor be out of u h r r  

The area ol  11ae Pu.hl-i-rud is very I.~rgc, probably n third or more of the whole pro. 
vince I <  inrludrs 6011 hmks of the Helmmd, and cdrnds as lar r c r t  oo tlnc main road 
as Dilaram, 1 s l n ~ r -  from Cirlbhk. I1 ~n<lullcr the l jarmrcl or country 01 the losvcr 
Helmand, as f r r  du~vn nr Kvdbnr t I t  also taker ~n a toolsid:.rrhlr portion uf the K u h  
desert, perhap: nrarly rr lar rr Kash i l ~e l l .  r l k h  is r n  insienihganl piace,tuo con* iruourly 
markrd on our rn,aps Hut the Important part of tile di-trmt ~r north 01 ~iri,lxe. where 
are thc lertile and well po~,utatcd .uh.di-trlcll of Nrozad and Zam#nda\v\.ar. Altogether 
there are lour sub ~ l l s t r ~c l s  8n Lhe Pusht.t.rud, l l ~  reulad popa la~ i~ns  01 ehnch arc raid to 
be (I) Naozdd, 6,950 famil~ra. (11 Zammndannr r7.760 families (3)  Pushl-i.rud pro rr, 
or Girirhk no oc~o familie.,and (41 Garmrcl. g.aoo lan>~l ic r ,  maklog r totdl of somewtat 
over q3,doo ;rltlcd agriculturalirtr, bevdrs very large number of prople who mr; 
mainly drpmdcnL an l l~ rnr  flocks The population i r  disti!lctivrly Durr8!m, with the 
admixture o f l u j i k r  common in  Alghanirtan. Every Durani t r ~hc  i= represented, and they 
are gencrxlly a good deal mixed up, sr ~n d p  country round Kandrhar : but i n  the hlusa- 
KaIa and Zamindat,ar sub-dwirians of Zamlndrwnr rub.clislric1. thc population is almost 
entirely ~ l i z a i :  \\-hilt Nurzrir and Irl>rkznis prcdominatr in  N.mozad and in  the Garm- 
sel: I rhaknis  in the Kala Car nub-division 01 Purht-i-rud propcr. Rarakzair and Achak- 
r a i l  in  lhe t l r i s l ~ k  ,ab dnri,~on 01 the rilnnc riistr8ct. 

l t  has hltllrrlo bcen supposed Lh:tt the inhalntanlr of " Zamindawsr. " that is, of the 
districts  lor-13 of Girqrhk. were o l  an cxeredingly hoslilc, l u rhu l e~~ t  and fanatical diopori- 
tion. Bu: have new reason l o  believe that l lwy are nrlther more nor less ill dig- 
pped than thr ~nhab~ t rn tno l  Sauthrro Alghan~rtan i n  general, and that under certain 
c~rcumrtanccr their good behaviour may he fairly relied on. 

Un fo r l un~ t r l y  ~sr  hasc no <"art data lor vr!lonatnrg the amount of rul~plier avantable 
lor  frelllny rrc,upr, but the d..tr~ct may he comyarrcl *snth 1h.1 u l  S a b r ~ a ,  ahsrh i t  
somr$$hat re.rmhlr, and 01 vl,nch ue ha\r  modera clv lul l  ~nformal  on Om Iltng the 
&rmrel. which has l i l t lc connrstion with the prrrent Go l i on ,  the thrre sub.dirlr~;ts 01 
Pusht.i-rud. Naozad and Zamindnrar are r ta t rd  to hare r Lxod of j 4 . w o  
families bcs~des nomads The population of the Sabraa,ar D i r t r i c~  is believed to 
bc r3,& Irmalier, and its rnrphr produe? is r r t im~ ted  at 75,000 mauud> of grain. about 
two.thirdn shcnt and one-third barley. Although tho population 01 the Purhl-i rud dir. 
tricls may have been overstated i t  i. probshly nor l o r  than double t l lal e l  Sabrawar. 
whilc the cultmvablc area in almost ;crtainly much larger. I t  is therclorc rcasomhlc to 
rupposc t l l a ~  the readily available produce of the Pur1~l.i-rud districts above m e n  
t imed  wil l  not be 1-5s than lhat obtainable from the Sabrawar Dlrtrict, or about 50,- 
rnaunds 01 wheat and 25,000 maunds of barley. 

Thcre i s  plenty 01 =arringe in  the country, camels as \\ell as bullocks, to bring the 
grain to whcrever i t  may hc required. 

The number of sheep belonging to the Purht.i.rud Nanzad and Zamnndmar is very 
large. I n  summer the flock owners move w i ~ h  rheir'rheep ~ n t o  the Iaimnni country, 
whneh is literally full 01 them frvm May to Srpambcr. I t  may be noted that the Taimnnie 

ivc to these Duranir from the P ~ ~ h t . i . ~ u d  a alluch be t~e r  character than they do to those 
i b o  comc i n  lrom the Sabzawar side of lhr i r  country. 

A t  Warhir r large amount of supl,lies "an, i t  is raid, be collected, but they wonld 
come from the dirtricts above rneotioncd, Warhir i l rc l l  being a rub.diririon of thc Purht- 
i-rud propcr. 

Supplies ran he collected on the Kanh.rud lrom the Gulistan District, which lies lo 
the north belwren the ncarcrt visible range 01 hills and those south of the Llalmuod-rul'. 
I t  is beli ived to  belong to the siahband division of Farah, and contains a number of vil- 
Iapcs, but we have no definite information about it. 

I O U , ~ ~ ,  0, ~ ~ r 8 . b ~  sahihd.d ~ h . ~  .nd~,ri,~n~~urve,~r yulut sh.,il from HI-, thmush ~he'lalms- 
counlq bGlr#shla .-1, Ihc D.l.h<. I k p o l l  sn VoI. IV .  

t ~ h i r  is II. pu~ill~a~ ~n;n;,b.li.. ~,v;.;~.. c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ,  ,ho G.,~MI is uld I. u16.d - K.Y. 
i.?Xh. 



~~~~~d the Karh.rud is thr  af Bakwa over 30 miles in  Irnglh, and open l o  the 
~~~h dr,.,t on the soulh. There is much c.alliualion Ilrrc, r rpr r ia l ly  ton,ardr the [arther 
ru,..trml r,,d. and il is raid lhat nronrldcrablc amount o l  ruppl icsrou ld  be larlhcoming *... , . 
~ i l h  sufficient noticc. 

~t Khormdik m d  Khairabrd supplies arc pmcurable lrom th? Shahitvan D i s l r i c~  to  
the no.~L, beyond the lhillr. Here arc n>;u>y v~llapes wrtrred lrom the F.arah.rud, and . large .rnaun~ 01 rulti\,atinn "1, and donn l h r  r i r r r .  cxlrnding o\er the uhole course of 
i tr V ~ I I ~ ~  lrom P u u  ~ ~ n ~ ~ ~ , ' l ~  miles bo los Daul=hbad. lo  Farah, a dislanrcofmorc than ,. n r t r nk l t l  line 

~h~ rul,plics o l  lhc Shahirnn Di r l r ic l  and of l h r l  callcd Gulistan abo\,e mentioned .,. more .aslly a r r~ l ab l r  for thc al~ernatito road l l l B  lhan lor the main roule. 
A) F ~ ~ P ~  it is said that a Iargr amuant 01 rupplics r a n  be collertcd, not only lrom 

the lrrrile tracts alone tllc larah.rud, below as n r l l  as above lhe town, bu l  a150 lrom 
sistrn. to .hirh camel infilar rovld go and r r lurn i n?  !orlnlghl or three reeks. I t  is 

~ ~ d ~ ~ r t o o d  that a large amount 01 revenue gram Is  generally l o  bc found stored i n  
Parah 

sup13hcs mould have to br h i d  oul from the Fnmh-rud dislricls lor several marrl>es 
toaards Sibrraar I n  lm t ,  i t  may br  raid !Inat Farah uould I n \ e  l o  r l o r k  Ihe halting 
placer lrom Khormalik (nl)th r lagr i  lo  T r j a  (r5th rlagc). 

A t  bbzaua r  supplies are again ~procurablr in  con.idcmblr qunnlilies. As bclorc 
I~.IIC~, 111e s~~ rp l us  grain raducs 01 thc .\>,hole Sabmnrr  Di-lr ict has been computed 

1 5 . 0 ~  msands, the tctafgroso producr br ing 376,710 maunds, and l h r  r r r rnve pay- 
.ble hmd 23,552 maundr.* 0 1  this, the l o w  morl ferl i lc sub-dlvir~onr. which are t l ~ o r ~  
nearrrt to thr  town, produce 228, 720 maunds, and pay a grain rc\rnue 01 13.976 maunds. 
'7hr available rurplu,. cxclurirr. 01 rrrrsur, may be laken s l  45.000 msunds, about ~\\-o. 
~ h i r d ~  whrat and onethird barley. The same lour sub.divinionn are rvpporcd l o  own 
about 86,000 sllrap 

The nr.1 l i re  stsees would hare l o  b r  rtorkcd from Ihr  neighbourhood 01 Sabzrwar 
as the country is unprodurtive uo~tml the Hari.rud is approached. The valley 01 H r r a ~ i r  oi 
course ~ r l l  pol,ulalnl and cult~ualcd. I t  has b r r n  talrulatcd that Iron) tlte districts of 
Hcrat md Ghorirn 13i.000 maundr 01 whrat, 90,ooo maunds 01 rice, and 4z,ooo maundr 
01 barley ~ o u l d  bc a\nilablc lor the use of I rwp r ,  a l t r r  m avcrrge harvest and without 
rounltng the rc%.rnur gram, some 01 which would be sure l o  find its way in lo  the market. 
(Scc also Vol 11. " Kecords," Appendix 8. Province 01 H r ra t )  

The ah r v l  harvest 01 the country lrom Kandahar to  Farah is i n  June ; that 01 Hcrat 
lhc first r e c k  i n  July. Barley harte.1 i r  always a ncek or Len days earlier than wheat 
h.r,ert. 

Horse forage, rxcc-pl in  the shape of bl~uro, is manly throu hout the country. The 
amount 01 bhura procurable may b r  ~a l cuh led  at a neigh1 equaflo lhat 01 the wheat and 
barley put togclhrr. But rhcrerupplier hare lo be brought Iron, aomc distance, the bulk;. 
near of blvrv is r bar to i ls  transport in large quantities. Lucerne is generally to be had 
i n  the more l r r t i l r  placer. 1 lhrrc i. pnetrcally no natural grass Lhio ride 01 Herat. 
Alloge111er the diHiculty 01 obtaining horse loragc lor a force 8s much greater than that 01 
procuring flour Camel lorngc. on the otlser hmrl. is gmerally abundant and good. I t  
rbould bc remembered, bcwerer, lha l  there io very l i t t le in winter. and thal hundreds, i f  
not thousand-, o l  our uarncls in  the f irr l  par1 01 the lnlc war (1878-79) died lrom absolute 
.tarration, as well as l rom cxporurc to cold to which they were unaccus~omed. 

That too hvourablr an estimate 01 the supplies on Ihe routes between Girishk and 
Hrrat  has not been made is to a ccr ta~n exlcnl pmvcd by !he Itvice repeated march a1 
Ayub Khan lrom Hcrat to  Kandahrr i n  succc~rive years. I hanks to a stnR officer uho  
crmc down n ~ t h  Sir F. Robens' 1orce.t \re arc in  uorrcsrion 01 a number 01 urelul 
dctablr regardlog Lhc first advancc. 

Abut  the middle ol nlaah Muhnmmrd Eurur Khan brolhrrol Khurhdil Khan Luinabl. alter.ad. 
Lillcd 28 Deh.i.Khola, r a r  u n l  on lo Farah r nh  4 gun3 an! I Herats wg~mcnt. commandJ by Coloml 
Nndl. Sh.1,. Kabula. 

H. rm l o )d  h imdl  in r o l l ~ l i ng  ."pplb and in "citing Ihc *op1= 01 Zamindau.. again,, W.li 
Sho ~ l i . a ~ d t h ~  B itish. 

*sub hlmcll YI H*", with hi. arm) in ,he brpinnin~ol June. H. e n ,  onthe 1arnilic.ol hi. Hand.. 
b r l  and Kabul# troops r h v d  ol nhr am,). u, Fsrah. .hew they subquerlly rtmnnd. 

Slrtmrlh @ A,-* I rn inp  Htval.  
ra 646 p n r  all draun by horvl 1 
6 moun,.in gun.. urn.d on mule., sboY' "'ll-Ymcn. 

g Krbuli ~ n b n a y  rqlmmlr of 500 mm each. armed r i l h  Enlrldr pmvnlrd by the British 
Gorernmml Icl !he lalr Amir Shs All Khan 

I Kmndahrrs mgimrnl n l  gm mcn. monl) Durani.. armd r i l h  tines rmdert ~.~d~h... 
1 H".!, mgimcn,, 0l)W menu.h..rm.d vilhr,R.r mad. .I H n r .  
3 rqtmen,, ol rqu1.r Kabul; <a\..1ry. ..<h 3m .,rang. 
1 .5 .o  lmgular Hsati horwmm. 



S.rt p Nur \Irhammld -8th ha. -n land A)uhn Wsshr Thr  m m  r.. r d e u l d  adhment 
the Ihlr Am r 5,-r A N  lnd -1 h ~ r  Irmd) Toe genec.al n-lure ol the I *onp no the .mmdona, rlnl$, 01 
Kandahar .a, probrbl) arpc.) due lo h,r r.rrt.asn.=nd anflumu. 

Abut  0 wmr belorcleaving Heral mc thvlrm Jan. Hawhi, wr,rrnl on in advance ol hh. army to 
c~llrct ntpp1i.q. and lo .lore sufirmcnt lor one dab's consumption ru each r ~ r g e r s  Irr ar Rarah HI h d  
a leu =mara =,\h hlrn ; rufi<irnl sapplies re-  lnund n each ,cage. The villogen w m  no, pall lor them. 
and ~n man? inr~ancu <her had lo bnntthem con,idcrable d83lmm nn tllesr om m ~ m a l .  .. ~.~ 

Tho dally ~nllumptlon ma..- 
Ah..,, 9s- ,"dl." rn"nd,L..le". .. 4- .. .. b*"... .. 8.0 .. ,, a,,a. 

\vmd,or rou,h.mrmd, ru pnruriblo lor . d i ng  at  each .,age, rnd ,hmp m. l w d  in l.,~ 
numbcn. There war abundanccul r o d  n t r r  n each halinnr.nlau. .. . 

Tnr $1 ,?), lh r l  mu., 01 lllr onnroslrnlr had d m d  thmr lbe-. Thl, s p y .  tobe tha 
cunnm o l  the rountr) anen an .rm) m thratryh 0,. 2nd dm. not nro..rr l )  .her that I r prople 
011 dl~pnwd In ~ ) u b ' .  r.arr 01 .*ppcarr probabe. lrom the r2.c math r h ~ c h  3uppl e. r o c  pmucabr, ahat 
,or D I O l  r. ..re n o 9  I, ..I1 a .o"ad I<,  him . . , . 

I1  appears lrom the above that A\ub Khan left Herr t  with 4,too infantry, z,qoo 
cavalry, and 30 guns : a l t o~c l l ~c r ,  about 7,ooo men. 16 o horses, and 500 mules and 
ponies bclongibg to the troops. His  personal f a l l o ~ ~ i n ~  :nd that 01 his generalr and 
superior oficers. with the lollowcrs 01 Lhe troops, \\wuld probably brinc up the nunlbers 
to about 8,000 mon, 3,000 horses and 1,000 mulr r  m d  yahus. I f  the daily ronovmption 
i s  correct, i t  tvauld seem probable that thc Herati harw and thc fol lorer. had to take 
=arc 01 thcmrelver . lhoweuer, the actual s l rcngl l  can hardly have bcen far short 01 the 
larger lolala, and all mur l  have been led in  romc way or other. Considering the ~ i l l r g ~ r p  
were not paid lor the rupplmer, and the short nollce given (at lea91 ar lar a, Farah), i t  
may reraonably be concludrd that r much stronger lorcc might accnmpli~h the march 
with the asristance o l  Ihe Afghan oBcial9 and thc good-will 01 the people. 

I1 sufficient barley and blur. arc procurable, there need be l i l t le doubt that 
flour will be lorthcoming. 

I1 in  certainly possible that a lorce such as that which marchrd under Sir F. Roberts 
from Kabul to Kandahar in 38lo woul i  bc able to march from Kandahar to Hcat ,  under 
the above circumrlanre~. Prouidrd, ho.-ever, that no Lents were taken,and that lollowers 
wcrc reduced to a number not exceeding hall the fighting strength. 

The best time 01 year to march, i f  Lhere be any choice allowed, is in  June, imme- 
diately alter the harvest, when supplier are most easily obtained. The rivcrn have lhcn 
run do.", and can be crossed will, tolerable lacility. They are lower in  August, bul the 
heat is then greater. In  \vinter there i r  no camel grazing. and the cold may be incon- 
veniently revcrc lor British-Indian Iroops. In  spring the rivrrs and streams arc all i n  
flood, and the march might be greatly drla).cd i n  conrcquence. Ayub Khan marched on 
both occasions i n  June and July, and as he could choose his own time for commencing 
operations, those months were no doubt selected as the most suitable. 

A lcrce haring .pod marching porcrn might reach Herat lrom Kandahar in  reven 
weeks. Agub Khan, advancing leiaurrly, reached the Helmand in  about filly day. lrom 
Hr.3, . . - . - . . 

Carriage should be df~hnn camels. I n  Soulhern Alghanirlan large numbers 01 
mules and ~on ies  should be avoided, on account 01 the difficulty of lrrdbng them. Alghan 
camclo in summer and autumn \,,ill l c rd  tl~emrelver, and do well witl>oul grain. The 
camel lrain of the Boundvr Commission provided at Q ~ e t t a  by Abdullr Khan, Nasari. 
was ercellcnt. I t  conslsabo! *bout  too an~malr, almost ew ry  one of which returned 
rmk to India after two years work. Camels could also be supplied by the Kandrhar 
.utI,orities. 

As to Indian camels, i t  isnow lully that they should nevcr be taken 
in lo  Afghanistan il i t  can possibly be avoided. 
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